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CZECHOS LOVAK IA 


CSSR-MEXICO YOUTH MEETING--The Second Czechoslovak-Mexican Youth eek opened in 
Prague on 22 September. Participating are representatives from four principal 
progressive youth organizations in Mexico, who during their stay will also visit 
several locations in Slovakia. The Mexican delegates will be acquainted with 
activities of the Socialist Youth Union (SSM), activities of the SSM at secondary 
education schools and colleges, and activities and mission of the Prague-based 
headquarters of the International Union of Students. [Prague SVOBODNE SLOVO in 
Czech 23 Sep 81 p 3) 
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PROBLEMS OF STANDARD OF LIVING, CONSUMPTION OF GOODS 
Bucharest VIITORU: SOCIAL in Romanian May-Jun 81 pp 487-495 


[Article by Dr Constantin Grigorescu: “The Way of Life and Consumption in 
Romania (Theoretical and Methodological Problems);" a text completed on the 
basis of a study carried out within the framework of the theme "The Population's 
Consumption of Non-Food Goods and Services," contained in the Institute of 
Socialist Economy's 1979 plan] 


[Text] As an objective reality, the way of life refers to the overall group 

of conditions of the human community's existence, to man's needs and the manner 
in which these are satisfied and to the people's behavior in the sphere of social 
relations. As man's needs become more diversified and involve a broad field of 
action, life becomes richer in content and man can express fully his creative 
potentials. 


The building of socialism in Romania has brought about the improvement of the 
well-being of all the people, the formation and development of a new way of life 
and the ever more fuller satisfaction of the people's material and spiritual needs. 


The documents of the 12th Party Congress foresce raising all the facets of the 
socialist way of life to new levels. The objectives and goals contained in the 
Directives, as well as in the Program-Directive and, especially, in the Program- 
Directive for raising the standard of living in the 1981-1985 period and 
continuing to improve the quality of life, show that along with increasing 
material production and improving economic and social relations there will also 
be an improvement of the well-being of the people and the level of culture and 
civilization for all the people. 


The socialist way of life evolves and is gradually being transformed into the 
communist way of life. For our country, an essential moment in this regard will 

be marked by the achievement during this decade, roughly speaking, of a multilater- 
aliy developed socialist society. As is known, keeping in mind the achivement of 
this strategic objective, the 1?th Party Congress approved the decision to draw up 
a new Party Program by the year 2000 or 2010. Referring to this problem in his 
report presented at the Congress, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stated that the new 
Program will have to deal with the ways and directions of continuing to consolidate 
a multilaterally developed socialist society and of "gradually moving to the ful- 
fillment of communist principles for working and living in our country."1 








The ever stronger affirmation of the new way of life in Romania raises numerous 
problems for the social sciences, including the economic sciences. In this field, 
according to the guidelines given by comrade Nicolae Ceausescu to the social 
sciences, it seems necessary to further the original thinking of dur party 
regarding the formation and development of the socialist way of life and to 
thoroughly study from a theoretical point of view those changes that are taking 
place in the people's way of life and that of the social classes and categories. 
The furthering of the studies regarding the socialist way of life is, similarly, 
of interest in combating the myth of the “capitalist consumer society" which 
allegedly would ensure the well-being of society, would eliminate the alienation 
of work and would change the “homo faber" worker into the “homo ludens™ worker. 


1. The Content and Area Encompassed by the Category Way of Life 


Recently, specialized literature has demostrated man's condition in society 
through a number of ideas: “way of life;" “quality of life;" "“well-—being;" 
“material and spiritual standard of living;" "life style" and so forth. With 
regards to the content and area encompassed by these ideas, there is no fully 
unanimous opinion, and discussions are still going on about them, especially in 
reference to the idea of “the quality of life.” Regardless, however, of the 
opinions of the diverse specialists, the essential fact is that the diversification 
of the ideas regarding man's condition in society has, at the same time, meant 
a diversification of the thematic area of study. We are referring, for example, 
to the problem of the environment, as well as to those studies regarding social 
indicators. As has been pointed out, all the above-mentioned ideas refer to 
man’s condition in society, a fact which causes the existence of certain 
similarities between them. At the same time, there are also differences between 
these ideas resulting both from the areas they cover and from their intrinsec 
content. 


In order to avoid slipping into a sterile discussion, we feel it is necessary 
to deal with the content of the mentioned categories according to objective 
criteria. Principally this refers to: 1. the people's needs; 2. the conditions 
and factors available to the people in the process of satisfying needs; 3. the 
quality and capacity of the conditions and factors used by man to creat an 
agreeable, pleasant life; and 4. the people's behavior. 


As is known, man has on one hand a biological nature and on the other a social 
nature. As a social being, people have a multitude of needs grouped according to 
very different criteria. With regards to the objective of this study we must 
remember one of the groupings made by K. Marx, that is, physical, spiritual 

and social needs. 


Needs of a physica) nature involve needs for food, clothing, shelter, air, water, 
sleep and so forth, and their satisfaction ensures the existence itself of man 
as a biological being. 





Spiritual needs involve principally man's needs for communication, knowledge and 
beauty. 


Social needs, like spiritual needs, stem from the essence of man as a social being 
who enters into diverse types of relations with his fellow man: family, work, 
community and so forth. Among other things, we have in mind these needs, such 

as the need for comradeship and friendship, the need for esteem and respect or 

the need to participate in the organization of social affairs. 


Speaking of man's needs, it is appropriate to stress that these are indissolubly 
linked to the fact that by his nature man is a creative being and a being who 
works and organically feels the need for equality, and that man is developing 
as a powerful political and moral being. 


The characterization of the manner in which man's needs are satisfied naturally 
requires the use of certain different categories. This is even more true with 
regards to the quantity and quality of the goods and services available in a 
society, as well as the social framework (traditional or legislated) in which 
different types of social relations are achieved, when they do not always 
correspond to man's needs. Thus, the idea having the most restricted area 
encompassed is the material and spiritual standard of living. This category 
covers the degree of satisfying the people's material and cultural needs, 
including the consumption of food and non-food goods and services, the meeting 
of requirements for living space, the degree of education and culture and the 
status of health. 


Well-being is a notion that has a broader area of coverage. In addition to 
the problems that define the so-called material and spiritual standard of living, 
well-being refers to an equcl degree to working conditions, to the length of 

the work week, to the organization and zoning of the country and to the environ- 
ment within which man lives, as well as to the social framework for the workers’ 
participation in the management of economic and social activities. 


The category way of life covers the forms of activity and the people's behavior 

in the process of satisfying their needs and in interactions with the social and 
natural coaditions of existence of society. We are referring to the people's 
activities in the sphere of production and, beyond this, during work hours and 

free time, and to man's behavior in the work group, in his family and in society. 

An essential role is played by the people's behavior as producers of material 

goods and services, as weil as their behavior as consumers of oaterial goods and 
services. Way of life is the category that reflects the unity between the objective 
and the subjective and between the conditions that society makes available to man 
and man's vital activities. Moral norms, ideological values and cultural values 

of society, social classes and individuals, as well as the hierarchy of these values, 
have an essential role in the formation and development of the way of life. Accord- 
ing to the aggregate level through which people's activities and behavior in society 
are viewed, we can distinguish: the way of life of each individual taken separately, 
the way of life of the social classes and categories and the way of life of society 
overall. 





Many years ago the founders of scientific socialism substantiated the category 

way of life and the dependency of this category upon the dominant social-economic 
conditions. In this sense, in their work "German Ideology” Marx and Engels pointed 
out that the geans of production gust not be viewed only as “the reproduction of 
the physical essence of individuals. It is to a greater degree a determining seans 
of activities of these indi » @ certain means of expressing their lives and 
a certain way of life for them."/’ The historic nature of the seans of production 
and the social-economic conditions permit the way of life of individuals to have 

a historic nature and to bear the imprint of the nature of the social classes and 
groups to which they belong. Under this aspect, Marx and Engels fought those 
concepts saying that the way of life of individuals could not reflect changes 

and transformatiors slong with changes in social-economic conditions. The theses 
of Marx and Engels have fully proven their validity. The effirmation of socialiss 
in an ever greater number of countries has meant, at the same time, the affirmation 
and development of a sew way of life. 


Currently ia the specialized literature in the socialist countries there are still 
discussions with regards to the content of the category way of life. These 
discussions especially deal with the fact whether the conditions of the existence 
of man are or are not an integral part of the content of the category way of life. 
Clearly, the problem also deals with the relationship between the standard of 
living and the way of life. In addition to the opinions that say the way of life 
expresses the behavior of man in interaction with his conditions of xistence, 
there also are opinions that say that the way of life also includes san's conditions 
of existence, including those elements that define the people's standard of living. 
It is in itself understood that we cannot speak of man's behavior outside of 

his conditions of existence and outside of natyo ‘al, technical, economic and social 
conditions, as well as outside of spiritual values. For example, one is the 
behavior of man in production when he is the owner and when he is the salaried 
employee. One significant influence on the behavior of the producer is the fact 
whether he works manually or uses mechanized equipment and whether throughout 

his entire life he works on one simple single operation or alternatively takes 
part in carrying owt a number of operations. These relationships are clear but 
they do not lead us to consider the above-mentioned conditions of existence of 
man as 4 part of way of life. It would mean we would have to reduce the basic 
economic and social categories to the category way of life. Things appear sore 
complicated, however, when we analyze the relationship between the standard of 
living and the way of life and the behavior of gan in society. 


A. P. Butenko maintains that the standard of living is a condition and « result 
of the way of life and not « constitutive part of the way of life.* A different 
position is expressed by Maria Boiceva-Mihaleva who feels that only the level of 
consumption of material goods and services are conditions of the way of life, 
with the structure of the consumption being part of the way of life.” Without a 
doubt, the thesis that says that the people's consumption is a condition and 
premise of the way of life is a just one. The achievement of a food consumption 








according to physiological norms, for example, ensures a harmonious physical 
and intellectual development of man and contributes to the developsent of 
creative activities both in production and outside of production. On the other 
hand, the development of creative activities and the ever fuller satisfaction 
of the people's cognitive and esthetic needs contribute to the rationalization 
of consumption, the placement of this consumption on strictly scientific bases 
and to a certain volume and certain structure of food consumption. 


Similar correl sitions can also result with regards to the level and structure 

of the consump.ion of non-food goods and services. And, what characterizes the 
way of life is not the people's consumption as such, but man's behavior regarding 
material goods, a behavior that determines a certain level and a certain 
structure of consumption. We are referring, for example, to the fact that in 
societies based on exploitation and inequality, especially in capitaliem, the 
consumption of material goods is a symbol of wealth and a sign that shows success 
in life. This is the source of the cult regarding material goods and the alienation 
of man regarding the material world and the transformation of consumption from 

a means of development into a purpose for living. This also explains the waste of 
material goods, a waste denounced even by specialists who do not share the 

ideas of scientific socialism. A graphic example in this regard are the works 

of Philippe d‘Iiriberne, of which we will mention one that is significant by 

way of ite title: “Le gaspillage et le desir,” which appeared in 1975. 


Quality of life is an idea that has been less developed. Some specialists place 
quality of life at the junction between the characteristics of material goods 
and services, on one hand, and the needs and desires of the people on the other 
hand. For 8. de Jouwvenal, for example, quality of life represents the totality 
of opportunities offered to the individual by society to manage his existence, 
to make its products available to his and to make its services available in 
order to organize his own individual existence according to this own needs and 
desires.© A similar position is expressed by K. Baier, who understands quality 
of life to be the totality of natural and cultural threats and the variety, 
quantity and quality of goods and services available to all the members of a 
given society. 


Other specialists place quality of life at the junction between the properties of 
all of the conditions of the existence of the people, including social relations, 
and man's needs and requirements. Mihai Dragenescu and Stelian Beldescu, for 
example, feel that “for man in society quality of life represents the totality 
of those elements that ensure his biological integrity (or biclogical life), to 
which we can add the degree of satisfying his demands of a social-economic nature 
and of fulftiling ethical and moral principles and exigencies, as well as the 
synergetic and concentrated action of the demands that the excial arena place 

on man."® The authors feel that the idea in iteelf can be viewed from two points 
of view, in relationship to the individual and in relationship with society. Uniier 
thie last aspect, in the authors’ view, quality of life depends upon: 1. the 
econosic standard of living; 2. the ecological standard of living; 3. the variety 
of life and 4. the quality of human relationships. 


A significant contribution to defining the category “quality of life” has been 
made by professor loan V. Totu. Totu stresses: “Quality of life synthesizes 

the organic interdependencies between the level and quality of all the conditions 
of social life and the degree of satisfying the needs (requirements) of the members 
of society and the essential qualitative characteristics of the existence, 
development and improvement of the individual personality and human community.”? 


Other specialists restrict the content of the category quality of life to the 
mature of human and social relations and to the capacity of these relations to 
satisfy the people's needs of « social nature. Thus, professor Vl. Trebici 
maintains that “the standard of living refers to material needs while the ‘quality 
of life’ deals especially with human and social relations.”!° Sometimes directly 
and other times indirectly the specialized literature has dealt, as seen in the 
above-quoted reference, with the relationship between the category quality of life 
and the other categories which define man's condition in society. Professor Emilian 
Dobrescu, recognizing the proble of the quality of life, feels that this is 
included in the category dealing with social well-being defined in its broadest 
meaning.)1 A similar position is held by professor Vl. Trebici with the note that 
in his view quality of life also includes elements of human behavior, those 
elements that consider the way of life. 


We note, at the same time, that for other Romanian specialists, like those quoted 
above, the sphere encompassing the category of quality of life is similar to 
that for way of life. Naturally, one could ask: the category quality of life 

has its own independent existence alongside of the other categories and, if so, 
what elements distinguish it, which elements characterize it? In our opinion, 
quality of life cannot be treated separately from the problem of aan's needs, 
from the physical, spiritual and social needs and from the conditions and factors 
that ensure satisfying the mentioned needs. The problem of quality is not defined 
by the sphere or area of reference of the needs and conditions for achieving 
this quality, but by the degree in which the material and social conditions and 
factors available to the people correspond or not to the needs and aspirations 
of the sembers of society. Quality of life applies to an equal degree both for 
the problem that defines the material and spiritual standard of living, and, thus, 
social well-being, and for the problem of the way of life. Moreover, the idea of 
quality of life has appeared in the specialized literature in the developed 
capitalist countries precisely as a result of the deterioration of certain funda- 
mental conditions of the existence of gan in these countries. We are referring, 
first of all, to the pollution of the environment and to the formation of certain 
large human concentrations in a restricted amount of space, a fact which creates 
numerous problems of a social nature, es well as to the unilateral development 
which capitalist society places upon wan. And, given the sultilateral essence 

of man and the fact that this is defined not only by physical needs, but also 
spiritual and social needs, the improvement of the quality of life is ensured 
both by the satisfaction of each need and individual aspiration under the best 








possible conditions and by the satisfaction of 
in their overall aspects. Like the other categories that define gan's condition 
in society, the category quality of life also has a dynamic, specific historical 
content and a cless content. The history of mankind and the realities of 

the contemporary world offer sufficient examples. 


; 
| 
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As has been said, the content of the category quality of life is sot fully 
elaborated and there continues to be different points of view 

all this, the elements to which we have referred offer us sufficient grounds 
60 a8 not to share the opinions of those specialists who say 

if a bourgeois alternative to the Marxist concept of “way of life.”!4 


Romania has gone through significant cage 2 Gs See & 
way of life and in the improvement of the quality of life.) the Prograe-Directive 
for raisiag the standard of living during the 1981-1985 period and continuing 


to improve the quality of life, approwed by the 12th Party Congress, is 4 new 
expression of the unity between economic development and the well-being of the 
people and of the indissoluble tie between the development of the socialist way 


of life and the improvement of the quality of life. 
2. The Model of Consumption - A Component of the Socialist Way of infe 


The consideration of the elements that define consumption in the countries 

where socialism has been built reveals the formation of a godel of consumption 
different from that in the capitalist countries. The theoretical bases and 
traite of this model were foreseen by Marxist socialies long before the division 
of the contemporary world into two ——_ and the -y~-_4 of socialiss on 
an international level. On one hand, Marz 
that the future society, socialism, would be 
of people's activities and by susterity, where 

in order to consume less.”!* On the contrary, 
elimination of capitalist property and exploitation, 
socialise the consumption of producers would no longer be 
product held by the capitalists, bet it would broaden its limits to that volume 
which, on one hand, would be permitted by the existing social production forces 
and, on the other hand, would be required by the gultilateral development of 
members of society. At the same time, socialies baved on the Marxian concept is 
alien to waste and luxury since, as Marx gentioned, “luxury is the opposite of 
chat which is necessery from nature. "15 









Under socialise and through its nature, consumption is not an end unto itself, 
but a means for the gultilateral development of all of the sembers of society. 
Moreover, this aleo defines the general, essential characteristic of socialist 
consumption. Consumption is designed to ensure the harmonious physical development 








of man and to permit the satisfaction of the requirements and aspir: tions 

of each person. For its part, consumption is a powerful factor for econcaic 

and social progress. Through its decisive contribution to the harmonious physical 
development of gan, to the saintenance of the people's health and to the 
formation of the workforce, essential premises are ensured for the growth of 
creative activities and the increase in the efficiency and rational use of the 
resources available to society. 


Research into the probles of consumption in Romania took on a significant 
expansion after the l2th Party Congress. In this regard, it is appropriate 
to stress, first of all, the decisive contribution made by comvadce Nicolae 
Ceausescu in the theoretical elaboration of the problem of ir :reasing and 
improving the structure of the people's consumption. We are referring on a 
priority basis to the theses regarding the opt 

consumption and the organic unity between the 
being and the development of the forces of production 
material production by branch and throughout the coun 
satisfying the people's needs; to the creation of the people's incomes, that 

is to the relationship between the saxiaun and sinimus salary and to the relation- 
ship between those incomes stemming from work and those from the social consumption 
funds; to the placement of consumption on scientific bases which exclude waste 

and consumption for the sabe of consumption; and, to the optimus combination of 
raising material well-being with developing those conditions for broadening the 
people's horizons for knowledge and full participation in social-political affairs.) 


The stage that our cowntry is currently passing through requires 4a new approach 

to the problem of the people's well-being and, within this framework, to the 
problem of consumption so that this will fulfill its fundamental functions under 
the best possible conditions: satisfying the people's needs, that is, contributing 
to the gultilateral development of the human personality. The development of 
research into this subject would permit: a4) a gore rational use of existing means 
and @ greater concordance between the possibilities of the economy right now and 
the people's demands; 6) a gore thorough scientific base for following the trends 
that develop in the people's consumption and c) the formulation of a long-ters 
policy on comseumption that will lead to « sodel of socialist consumption specific 
to owr country. AK consumption sodel and, as a result, a socialist consumption 
model is defined principally by the level and structure of the consumption of 
material goods and services. In our view, the sodel is viewed both at the national 
level and at the level of the social classes and categories. The problem presented 
is one of ensuring « gore profound understanding of the current models and the 
factors that determine thes and of foreseeing future trends under the conditions 
of furthering the process of social homogentration. A series of economic and 
extraeconomic factors have an affect upon the formation of a consumption sodel, 
including factors of a psychological nature and am ideological nature. The 


formulation of a long-term consumption policy requires, in our opinion, the 
furthering of research into: a) the people's needs under socialism; b) the 

general functions of consumption and c) the role of consumption both in the 
incomes stemming from work and in those from the social consumption funds. 


Specialized works, including those from our country, contain numerous pertinent 
ideas regarding the people's needs. Needs have been defined, classificatigns 
have been made and ideas have been advanced regarding their measurenent. 
Nonetheless, currently we do not have a unified theory on man's needs in the 
context of the socialist way of life. Clearly, this requires a thorough, inter- 
and pluridisciplined study. One particular problem regarding needs is that of 
creating a hierarchy of needs and the role that different needs have in the 
life of a person in socialist society. Long periods of existence in societies 
divided into classes have pointed out that for the moneyed classes the priority 
needs are needs of a material nature. For the owner classes, needs of a material 
nature are not confined to the physical, vital needs and to the satisfaction of 
physiological needs. Their needs become a purpose unto themselves, a means 
through which they determine social status and differentiate themselves from the 
other social classes and categories. For that reason, what characterizes the 
moneyed classes is luxury, waste and ostentatious consumption.18 In exchange, 
the needs for work, creativity and knowledge in general have an extremely weak 
intensity for the moneyed classes .19 Naturally, there can be individual, separate 
cases, but they do not render void the general characteristics of the moneyed 
classes. 


Contemporary capitalism has raised these characteristics to a higher plane, while 
currently the competition in the capitalist markets is so powerful that the 
domination of material goods is nearly absolute. In order to achieve a need 

to use capital and certain profits that are as large as possible, new products 
are constantly created (sometimes without a practical use and even some that are 
damaging to the physical and psychological health of the people), and artificial 
needs are stimulated.*9 One could ask: What is the hierarchy of needs under 
socialism? As has been said, man through his essence feels the need for knowledge 
and culture aad work and creativity, as well as the need for communication and 
society. The problem that arises is for society to offer an adequate framework 
so that these traits and potentials which exist in each person will be developed 
and truly provide a multilateral flourishing of the human personality. Otherwise, 
we arrive at the restriction of the creative forces, a multilateral development 
and even the phenomenon of dehumanization. 21 


Given the economic and political-ideological bases upon which socialism is 

founded (public property and dialectic and historical materialism), we can 

state on firm grounds that, in differing from those orders founded on exploitation, 
in the new society needs are structured (as possibilities for achievement) in a 
new hierarchy. They are developed and expressed in accordance with the essence of 


10 











man, of the total and complete man, not the partial and unilateral man. There 
are specialists who feel that in the new order cultural needs should have equal 
importance with those of a material nature. Even more, the ideas has been 
advanced that socialist society should be characterized, in opposition to the 
capitalist consumer society, as a society of culture and creativity. Being fully 
in agreement with this opinion, we stress that under socialism the thesis remains 
valid regarding the requirement to give priority satisfaction tw those physical 
needs for food, water, air, clothing and shelter, those needs which, in special- 
ized literature, we encounter under the name of natural or physiological needs. 
But, differing from capitalism and other ordersbased on exploitation which bring 
about an unequal or partial satisfaction of physical needs, socialism creates 
the possibilities for all people to have material living conditions that are 
appropriate and to permit the development and flourishing of the human personality. 
Within this framework, at least two aspects of a principal nature seem to us to 
be worthy of note: a) socialism is incompatible with luxury and waste and with 
ostentatious material consumption. This is the result of the fact that under 
socialism the exploiting classes are eliminated, that a social homogenization 
process takes place and that the sole criterion for evaluating man is work and 
his behavior in society and his contribution to economic and social progress; and 
b) the objective of socialist society is to provide ali the members of society 

a rational, scientifically determined consumption of material goods and services, 
and not to limit consumption like in the societies divided into antagonistic 
classes, where these limits sometimes reach the level of survival needs. 


In our reference to the problem of the people's needs under socialism, in a 
practical sense we also dealt with the problem of the functions of consumption. 
First of all, there is the fact that under socialism consumption is no longer 
the criterion for evaluating the status of a person. Second, we referred to the 
utilitarian function of consumption and to the satisfaction of the physical, 
scientifically estimated needs of the people. 


Life shows that outside of the strictly utilitarian function of satisfying 
physical needs, consumption also has other functions, including that of satisfying 
certain needs of an esthetic and artistic nature. Most frequently this requirement 
appears in regards to clothing. Specialists point out, for example, that among 

the reasons for clothing an essential place is held by those of a practical, moral, 
social, communicational, psychological and esthetic nature. This is also the source 
of the requirement regarding the creation of a wardrobe that will satisfy both 

the useful demands of a practical nature and those of the other demands of the 
people. Within this framework of ideas, it is appropriate to also mention the 

fact that equality is a trait of man, that he tends to imitate, to be in step with 
others and, at the same time, to be different.22 The interaction between imitation 
and differentiation generates fashion as a social-objective phenomenon, with 
implications for the people's consumption and for determining the rational norms 
of consumption. 
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New problems are also raised by the fact that fashion has a periodic nature 
which presupposes that products are morally used up prior to reaching a point 
of complete physical use. As such, those products replaced are to be subjected 
to a recycling process. It is presumed that in the future the esthetic feeling 
will be developed and that the problems raised by the recycling of products 
will not be more reduced. 


The requirement of taking into consideration the diverse functions that consumption 
has also appears in connection with other products - furniture and durable goods. 
Housing, however, raises special problems. More than half of one's life is 

lived within the framework of a housing unit and it must provide a framework 

and an environment that will satisfy the biological requirements for space and 
shelter, as well as the requirements for psychological space that is necessary 

for each individual.23 Correspondingly, it is necessary for the housing unit 

to also satisfy requirements of an esthetic nature, a fact that will influence 
approved construction solutions. 


In some works, there is talk about the function of avoiding consumption and it 
is left to be understood that this is characteristic of all social orders.24 
Among others, there is talk of using certain items or consuming certain products 
(drugs, alcohol) in order to allegedly eliminate certain tensions generated by 
hunger, insecurities, lack of affection and so forth. Not by chance, the 
consumption of drugs has become widespread in the capitalist countries. Under 
socialism, there is no room, however, for avoidance consumption to become a 
characteristic of consumption. 


The achievement of the socialist consumption model is a complex and long-term 
problem. The complexity of creating the socialist consumption model stems from 
a number of circumstances: 


— socialism has succeeded in countries which in the past, in the majority of then, 
were poorly economically developed, a fact which generates a contradiction between 
the real needs of the people and the objective posribilities for satisfying them. 
The solution of these contradictions ic a dynamic process ensured by the rapid 
growth of the production forces under the conditions in which (precisely for 
stimulating the production forces of society) the principle of paying salaries 
according to the work done is applied. This is the source of the differences and 
inequalities in the incomes and consumption of the population. Although these 
differences and inequalities are continuously being reduced, they are a trait of 
the socialist consumption model. In Romania, for example, the 5.5 to 1 ratio 
between the maximum and minimum salaries will continue to exist for a long time 

in the future.25 In the future of creating a communist society and of carrying 
out a distrib tion according to need, there will be a full equality for the 
population in the area of consumption; 
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- in the countries where socialism has succeeded, there continues to exist by 
virtue of inertia a series of practices and customs from the old social order, 
practices and customs which slow the process of creating the socialist consumption 
model. In some cases, there can be an appearance of contradictions, recrudescences 
and prestige consumption, especially in the ranks of those categories of the 
population having higher salaries. There continues to be, however, phenomena 

of alcoholism. Similarly, in the area of food consumption there are customs and 
practices which slow the achievement of a consumption based on scientific norms, 
including in the developed socialist countries which have an appropriate material 
base. Changing these practices requires a modification of the psychological 
position regarding food and the replacement of a quantitative concept with a 
qualitative one. Deficient culinary practices and customs also exist in Romania. 26 


The creation of the socialist consumption model requires, on one hand, the 
careful study «of the people's requirements and the confrontation of these with 
the recommendations of scientists and the values of socialism, and, on the other 
hand, the offering of material goods and services in such a volume and in such 

a structure that will correspond to the people's demands and the recommendations 
of the scientists and the values of socialism. Respect for these demands leads to 
a rational socialist consumption model. 


The large outlines of this model stem from the combination of the forecasts 

for consumption on the basis of explorative methods and on the basis of normative 
methods. The use of both methods requires taking in calculation as many factors 

as possible that have an influence. In the case of the explorative methods, we 
have in mind such factors as: income, prices, urbanization, production and so 
forth. Projections can be made through unifactoral consumption functions, as well 
as through multifactoral consumption functions. Clearly, the cognitive value of 
the multifactoral functions is far superior to the unifactoral ones. The normative 
methods are based on the findings of specialists regarding the consumption of 
materials goods or services which will fully satisfy the socially determined needs 
of man. They analytically take into consideration the multiple functions that a 
product will fulfill: utilitarian, social-esthetic, psychological and so forth. 

By their nature, the normative forecasts for consumption are the product of certain 
interdisciplinary research projects which can involve physiologists, nutritionists, 
commodity specialists, economists, sociologists, psychologists and so forth. As 

a result, in recent times in some socialist countries, especially for the develop- 
ment of normative estime*es, a new instrument is being developed for guiding 
socialist consumption - tne rational consumption budget .27 In Romania, beginnings 
in this regard have been made at the institute of Planning and Forecasting. 


Given the above-mentioned, especially the fact that in the real consumption of 
the people there are also elements that do not adhere to the socialist consumption 
model, the normative methods remain decisive in determining this model. Naturally, 
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the normative method excludes luxury, waste and ostentatious consumption, as 
well as avoidance consumption. As such, through its essence the socialist 
consumption model is a rational consumption. Rational consumption requires the 
full satisfaction of scientifically determined needs, a broad range of products 
of appropriate quality offered to the people and the individual decision of the 
consumer to buy one product or another in the quantity and of the quality that 
he considers necessary. Rational consumption, thus, has nothing in common with 
a strictly regulated, rationed consumption, with supplies marketed on the basis 
of coupons or cards. Naturally, under certain special moments situations can 
appear which require the temporary regulation of the consumption of certain 
products. 


Recently, especially ia connection with the aggravation of the energy and 

raw materials crisis, representatives of political and scientific circles 

in the developed capitalist countries have advanced the idea of achieving 

a rational consumption in the capitalist societies (including in the field 

of producing and consuming material goods and services for the public). Along 
this idea, Edmond Lisle, research director of the National Council of Scientific 
Research in France, speaks about the need to move from a consumer society to 
a society of economy.28 Although the capitalist state can intervene in the 
regulation of the operation of certain economic sectors and in the use of 
resources, the bases of capitalist society continue to exist along with waste, 
luxury and flagrant inequalities in the living conditions of the people.29 


The creation of the socialist consumption model will be achieved gradually 
through economic and social policy measures. The programs regarding the growth 
of the standard of living, the five year plans and the annual plans for economic 
and social development are steps which contribute to the modernization of con- 
sumption in light of the rational socialist consumption model. The consumption 
levels outlined in the programs and five year and annual plans mentioned are 
considered by us to be optimum consumption levels capable of being achieved 

in the respective stages in accordance with the level of development of the 
forces of production and the dominant economic and social factors. In the process 
of creating the socialist consumption model a decisive role is played by the 
incomes stemming from work, with these being, as has been said, a powerful 
factor which stimulates the efficient use of material and labor resources. At 
the same time, an especially important role is played by the social consumption 
funds which reach the people in the form of money or in the form of ser ices. 
The fact they are principally distributed according to “the criterion cf need" 
and not according to “the criterion of work" contribute to a diminuation of 
the differences in the incomes and consumption of the people. Through these 
funds, society contributes to the creation of equal chances for the development 
and formation of all citizens, regardless of the size of incomes stemming from 
the work of the families or the number of members making up the family. 
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Speaking about the creation of the socialist consumption model it is appropria 

to stress the ever larger contribution that public food supply is to have ir 

this regard, including public food supply in schools, factories and institutes. 
The public food supply waits are to have the job of being in the vanguard of 
placing food consumption of scientific bases and of contributing to the elimination 
of deficiencies that exist in the food supply system. In this direction, that is, 
of creating a rational consumption, we can have the common use of certain 
facilities that satisfy important needs of the people (transportation, cultural- 
education service units, as well as sport and tourism units). This type of 
consumption which, normally, is called inappropriate for social consumption, 

can provide access for a larger part cf the population to these services, under 
conditions of being economical. 


The extension of satisfying certain essential needs of the people through the 
public food supply or through the common use of certain facilities is influenced, 
however, by the achievement of at least two parameters: a) the cost of this 
service must be less than in the case of achieving it within the family or 
through the use of individual resources, and b) the quality of the service must 
be better. Common transport, for example, must be achieved during a useful time 
of the day and under conditions of comfort, at lower prices. 


The development of socialist consumption requires the use of value and educational 
key factors in structuring the behavior of consumers in the direction of the 
model designed. We especially have in mind the use of retail prices and credit as 
factors of indirect influence on the consumer. These factors can play a more 
active role in the promotion of the consumption of certain products and services 
that satsify the natural needs of the people under better conditions and in the 
slowing of the consumption of other products and even in their substitution. 
Similarly, the means of mass communication can make a greater contribution to the 
education of the people in the spirit of the values at the base of the socialist 
way of life and socialist consumption. The efficiency of the education actions 
for consumers are helped, however, by the existence of an appropriate offering 

of goods and services. 
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MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN DEFENSE CAPABILITIES EXAMINED 


Bucharest VIITORUL SOCIAL in Romanian May-Jun 81 pp 516-519 


[Article by Col Mihai Arsintescu and Lt Col Gheorghe Aradavoiace covering a 
scientific session held in April 1981: "The Romanian Communist Party's Scientific 
Policy of Strengthening Our Socialist Country's Defense Capabilities”) 


[Text] In honor of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Romanian Communist 
Party, the Ministry of National Defense organized, together with the Academy 

of the Socialist Republic of Romania, the Academy of Social and Political Sciences 
and the Institute of Historical and Social-Political Studies of the Central 
Committee of the Romanian Communist Party, a session to hear reports and papers 
on the theme “The Romanian Communist Party's Scientific Policy of Strengthening 
Our Socialist Country's Defense Capabilities.” 


On behalf of comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, secretary general of the Romanian 
Communist Party, president of the Socialist Republic of Romania and supreme 
commander of the armed forces, comrade lon Coman, a member of the Political 
Executive Committee and a secretary of the Central Committee of the Romanian 
Communist Party extended a warm greeting to the participants in this event. 


The reports and papers presented in the plenum and the sections broadly and 
argumentively depicted the role of the Romanian Communist Party in Romania's 
modern and contemporary history and its vast political and organization activities 
dedicated to carrying out the great goals of the revolution of social and 
national liberation for the democratic and social transformation of Romanian 
society and for the consolidation of the country's independence and sovereignty, 
as well as its scientific policy in the area of strengthening the country’. 
defense capabilities and of creating and training a new type of army. 


Within the framework of the problems discussed, an especially important place 
goes to the presentation regarding the decisive role played by comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu in the substantiation and promotion .of our party's and state's military 
policy and his constant concern for supplying and increasing the combat force 

of the army and for raising the level of training for the partriotic guards, 

the young people's training detachments and the other formations within the 
framework of the national defense system. At the samt time, the reports revealed 


ly 











the patriotic and political-moral significance of the army's participation 
in carrying out the country's programs for economic-social development, the 
indissoluble unity between the people and the army and the correlation of 
certain branches of science with strengthening our socialist country's 
defense capabilities. 


The report, “The Romanian Communist Party - The Founder and Leader of Socialist 
Romania's Aray,” presented by Major General Dr Constantin Olteanu, the minister 
of national defense, covered the basic points our our party's activities in 
founding the people's army and the process of the democratic and, later, 
socialist transformation of the army during the years of the revolution and 
socialist construction. As in all other areas of the country's affairs, the 
development of socialist Romania's army experienced a turning point at the 

Ninth Party Congress. Because of the creative activities of our party and its 
secretary general, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, we have a thoroughly substantiated 
concept regarding national defense and an original military doctrine comprising 
a body of principles, guidelines and options that ensure a unity of action in 
the area of the armed defense of the country and that are equally valid for all 
the elements and factors that determine the country's military power. The author 
showed the special importance of the party's leadership of the army and the fact 
that this is expressed and exercised at all levels. 


"The Position of the Romanian Communist Party Regarding the Role of the Army 

in the Country's Social-Political Affairs and in the Struggle for the Country's 
Defense of Independence and Sovereignty (1921-1944)," presented in the paper 

by Major General Dr Ilie Ceausescu, was broadly argued with facts and proofs 
which graphically attest to the party's concern for attracting military personnel 
to the struggle of the popular masses for democratic rights and a better life 
and for educating the soldiers in the spirit of understanding and helping the 
aspirations of those who had been exploited, and for blocking the repressive 
actions of the ruling classes and developing and broadening the revolutionary 
battle front. Although the removal of the comeunist party from the ranks of 

the legal parties in the summer of 1924 made the carrying out of its work in 

the army very difficult, this activity was not interrupted. The author of the 
paper stressed the objective principles of the party work in the ranks of the 
army and the broad variety of forms and methods used for the purpose of carrying 
out this work, especially during the period of the growth of the danger of 
fascism and the fierce struggle against the military-fascist dictatorship and 
for the overthrow of the Antonescu regime and Romania's alliance with the 
anti-Hitlerist forces. 


In the paper, “The Romanian Communist Party's Activities for the Creation of a 
New Type of Army. Socialist Romania's Army, a Significant Creation of the 
Revolution and the Process of Building a New Order” Major General Constantin 
Antip and Colonel lon Mihalcea showed the originality of our party's concept 








and, furthermore, the means of achieving it regarding the creation of a new 
type of army in the sense of ensuring a complete agreement between the missions 
and aspect of the military organism and the nature of the social order that 

is being built in our country. The process of democratizing the army, a process 
specific to the first stage of the revolution, was principally achieved through 
the political and ideological persuasion of military personnel, concomitantly 
with the gradual establishment of the Romanian Communist Party's control and 
authority over the army and, in the end, with the army being taken under the 
direct leadership of the party. The socialist stage of the revolution gave 

an adequate content to the revolutionary transformation of the army and 
considerably accelerated its rate. 


In the paper “The Determining Role of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu in the Substantia- 
tion and Application of Our Party's and State's Military Policy,” Colonel General 
Vasile Milea outlined the defining characteristics of socialist Romania's current 
military policy and the fact that this policy, being an organic part of our 
party's and state's general policies, is naturally defined by the same values 

as the system to which it belongs: realism, a scientific nature, a lasting 
substantiation based upon the realities of domestic affairs and the conclusions 
resulting from the analysis of the evolution of the contemporary international 
situation, a receptivity and an adaptability to new requirements and 4 true 
reflection of the vital interests of our nation and the cause of detente, 

active collaboration between peoples and peace in the world. In all these 
defining characteristics, the paper pointed out, it is easy to distinguish 

the fundamental characteristics of the daring, profoundly revolutionary thought 
and actions of the secretary general of the Romanian Communist Party, comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu, the inspired creator and active promoter of these constructive 
policies. 


Lieutenant General Gheorghe Gomoiu's paper, “The Indissoluble Unity Between the 
Army and the People - the Basic Source of Our Army's Strength and Its Ability 

to Defend the Country,” pointed out the fact that the unity between the army and 
the people, an intrinsic component of the socialist unity of our nation founded 
on lasting economic, ideological, political, social, goral and organizational 
bases, a unity with strong and gsultiple roots in the long history of our country, 
represents a guarantee for strengthening the defensive power of the country end 
for ensuring its independence. In the concept of our party and its secretary 
general, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, the fulfillment of all of the army's functions 
is conceived and directed to always be carried out in close cooperation with the 


people. 


Dr Florin Constantiniu'’s paper was entitled “Romanian Historiography About 
the All People’s War as a Means of Defending National Independence.” In it he 
presented the defining characteristics of Romanian historiography regarding 
the all people's war and the development of this approach in the specialized 
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writings after the Ninth Party Congress, which also stimulated the theoretical 
and scientific investigations into this field of broad interest, and the 
concerns stimulated by the clear concepts of our party and state regarding the 
defense of the country by all the people and by the guidelines of socialist 
Romania's military policy. 


In the paper “Profoundly Educational Values in the History of the Romanian People 
and its Communist Party,” Dr Nicolae Copoiu dealt with this group of values, 
impressive through their humanist dimensions, through the prise of the influences 
exercised on the political-moral sgake-up of the councry’s citizens. He argued 

the fact that the work of the secretary general of owr party, comrade Nicolse 
Ceausescu, had projected a new picture not only of the present and the future, 
but also of the history of the party and the Romanian people, with the great 
values of history being defined and evaluated in a unified view in accordance 
with meterialist-dialectic philosophy and the fundamental truths of the historical 
existence of our people. 


Rear Admiral lorif Pricop presented the report “The Army - An Active Factor 

in the Development of Young People’s Social Awareness, A School of Revolutionary 
and Patriotic Education in the Spirit of Socialist Ethics and Equality.” In this 
report, he showed our party's and comrade Nicolee Ceausescu's concept regarding 
the objectives and principal directions of action for the communist education 
of the young people who are trained under the battle flags of the army for the 
defense of the country. 


The multiple interdependencies between mathematics and silitary science vere 
outlined in the paper “Mathematics and Military Science,” by academician Gheorghe 
Mihoc. He pointed owt the fact that more than « few mathematical advances have 
found their effective application in the military field, which, for its pert, 
gave mathematics d.verse theoretical and practical problems. In this context, 

he presented the value and sultiple possibilities opened oy gaming theory, 

which has vermitted the analysis of sequential conflictual situations using 
mathematical models. 


In presenting the report “The Creation and the Development of the National Defense 
industry - An Expression of the Constant Coucern of the Romanian Communist Party 
end Comrade Nicolee Ceausescu for the Strengthening of the Country's Defense 
Capabilities,” Lieutenant General Nicolae Popa and Colonel engineer Nicolae 

Barbat argued the fact that the progress made in the industrialization of the 
country and the growth of our economy's technical and technologica) potential 
also permitted the development of our own production of defense equipment, which 
represented, in our times, a requirement for the consolidation of national 
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“Physics and Military Science” was the theme of the paper by scadencian 
Serban Titeica. in his paper, after he ia of 
significant discoveries o 
of wilitary equipment, he gave priocrit 

to the of certain rapid and small-cimension 
processors and to the progress of decimeter electromagnetic waves 
with applications for radar. 


Major General Alexandru Petriceanu prevented the report “The Patriotic Guards - 

An lmportant Component of the National Defense System of the Secialist Republic 

of Romania,” referring to the objectives and tasks of the patriotic guards, 
according to the Directive of the Supreme Commander, during the current five 

year plan and to the principal geans of action for the organizational consolidation 
of the patriotic guards staffs, for the training of cadre, for the raising of 

the patriotic guards’ capacity to intervene and take action and for the improvement 
of their cooperation with military units and the other defense formations. 


Captain Teodor Tufan’s report was entitled “Formations for the Military Training 
of Young Peopie ~- A Significant Potential Force of the National Defense Systes.” 
In his report, Tufan stressed the gajor directions of action for fulfilling 

the role given to theese formations within the framework of the national defense 
system through the continued improvement of the sethodologies used in the process 
of training young people and the spread of the positive experiences accumulated 
both in the ailitary training of young people and in their patriotic, soral 

and gwilitary education. 


Professor Emanuel Sahini, in presenting his paper “The Contribution of Physical 
Chemistry to the Science of Materials,” revealed the fact that within the 
framework of a broad interdisciplinary synthesis certain important fields of 
physical chemistry, as well as the physical chemistry of macromolecules and 
colloids, electrochemistry, radiochemistry and photochemistry, all have signifi- 
cant possibilities for applications in different areas of military activities. 


Colonel General Marin Nicolescu, in presenting the paper entitled “The Patriotic 
and Political-Moral Significence of the Army's Participation in the Carrying Out 
of Programs for the Country's Economic-Social Development,” reported our party's 
concept regarding the army's social functions. Within this framework, concomitantiy 
with ite training for the pupose of carrying out its basic sissions, there also is 
the task of actively participating in the acvlevement of our party's and state's 
economic objectives, showing the sultiple significance of the army's participation 
in production activities as the clearest expression of our aray's patriotiss 
during peacetiae. 

- 
In the sections dedicated to the principal fields of concern ~, eilitary art, 
silitary equipment, sociai sciences and economic-financial activities, the 4) 
reports and papers showed the directions of effort for bringing about the 
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requirements as outlined by our party and the supreme commander in the army 
regarding increasing the combat capacities in the commands and major units 
{mare unitate] and all activities for training young people for the purpose of 
defending the country. 


In the closing speech at the end of the proceedings of the scientific session, 

the president of the Academy of Social and Political Sciences, university professor 
Dr Docent Mihnea Gheorghiu, noted the fact that through the reports and papers 
presented the participants had outlined the laborious activities of the Romanian 
Communist Party and its secretary general, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, to strengthen 
the country's defense capabilities as an integral part of the work of building a 
new society and the especially rich value in the significance and theoretical 

and practical ideas and conclusions of the problems discussed. At the same time, 

it showed the fruitful and becoming traditional cooperation between the Ministry 

of National Defense and the most prestigious institutes of science and culture 

in our country, a cooperation which has proven fruitful in other areas as an 
expression of the active presence of the army in all the country's political, 
scientific and spiritual affairs. 


The proceedings of the session, one of the events dedicated to the 60th anniversary 
of the founding of the Romanian Communist Party, constituted a vibrant expression 
of the unlimited feelings of love and recognition which the soldiers of the 

country and all the people have for our glorious party and its secretary general, 
the supreme commander of the armed forces, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu. 
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ROMANIA 


VIEWS OF FOREIGN HISTORIANS ON UNION OF PRINCIPALITIES COMBATTED 
Bucharest REVISTA DE ISTORIE in Romanian May 81 pp 853-880 


{Article by Viorica Moisuc: "The Year 1918 in the History of the Romanians. View- 
points"| 


[Text] The resuit, conforming with objective laws, of the social, economic and polit- 
ical evolution of the Romanian nation, a united national state whose establishment was 
concluded on 1 December 1918 included between its borders the entire Romanian nation. 
The union of the Romanian principalities of Moldavia and Muntenia in 1859, an act 
carried out by the popular masses and recognized as such by the big powers, was con- 
solidated by eliminating Ottoman suzerainty and establishing full state independence 
in 1877-1878. As previously, this "fait accomplis" was sanctioned at the internation- 
al legal level. At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries, in eas- 
tern Europe, where the big Hapsburg and tsarist backvard multinational empirs kept 

a large number of nations and peoples under their domination, the national liberation 
struggle took on an unprecented scope under the conditions of the sharpening inter- 
imperialist contradictions. The establishment of the independent national state 

had become an imperative of that historical stage. Lenin correctly noted that "very 
many Romanians and Serbians (in proportion to the total number of Romanians and Serb- 
ians) live outside the borders of “their” state and that generally "the construction 
of a state” in the national-bourgeois direction did not end in the Balkans."! The ob- 
servation was just as valid for the Czechs and Slovaks, under Hapsburg domination, and 
for the Poles, divided between three empires; the Ottoman empire, dominating nations 
and peoples in Europe and Asia, had reached an advanced state of destruction and 
backwardness regarding their own people and the natural framework for their development, 
the national state; in the Hapsburg empire, the dominating Austrian and Hungarian clas- 
ses, concerned with “how much" and “how” to exploit the land obtained through force 
and the peoples deprived of freedom more and more efficiently, were annihilating the 
creative capacity of their own nations, a capacity that could only be asserted in the 
framework of sovereign, national, independ®tt states; aggravated up to its culmination 
in the years of World War I, the economic-political-national crisis in the Austro- 
Hungarian empire and the tsarist and Ottoman empires could no longer be held back 

by any kind of repressive, administrative military or other measures. The collapse 

of tsarisu under the blows of the socialist revolution was followed by the collapse 

of the Austro-Hungarian empire. By the end of 1918, the Republic of Czechoslovakia, 
the Sertbian-Croatian-Slovenian kingdom,and the Polish Republic were acts achieved.? 
With regard to us, on 1 December 1918, the 100,000 Romanians representing the will of 
“all Romanians from Transylvania and Banat" decreed the union of all the territories 
they inhabited with Romania, thus concluding the last stage in establishment of the 
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Romanian united national state.” "The flow of historical events demonstrates most 
categorically that the union was not the effect of an accident, the product of a 
simple favorable circumstance or of understandings which occurred at the treatv 
table, but the result of the decisive struggle of the broadest masses of people, 

an act of profound national right, the achievement of a legal agreement between the 
objective reality and the people's inalienable rights, on one hand, and the nation- 
al framework demanded stringently by these realities,” stressed Comrade Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu, secretary general of the Romanian Communist Party, continuing to state the 


undeniable truth that “the peace treaty later concluded only legitimized the existing 
state of affairs."% 


The progressive forces of the time, the illuminated people with progressive views and 
keeping up with the big revolutionary changes unfolding rapidly, fully understood 

the phenomenon and showed their solidarity with the just struggle of the people for 
national liberation and expressed satisfaction with carrying out a just cause. 3 
November 1918,2 menifesto signed, among others, by Ady Endre, Bela Bartok, Gvyorev 
Bolony, Zoltan Kodaly and Jeno Varga, stressed: “We have no claim on our sister 
nations. And we consider ourselves a renewed nation, a now liberated force, as well 
as those brothers happily rising to a fresh life on the ruins of the monarchy. ‘Ye 
wake eased with the awareness that we no longer are being forced to be the pillars 
of oppression. Let us live next to each other in peace as free nations with other 
free nations."? An act with broad significance for understanding the community of 
interests of the Romanians and the cohabiting nationalities on the matter of building 
the united Romanian national stage is the wre erved solidarity with the 1918 union 
of Germans, Schwabians and Jews. For the more than 17 and on -half million inhabi- 
tants of the new Romania within its ethnic borders (of which 73 percent were Romanians), 
a new stage of development was beginning on the path of progress, a stage which was 
placing on the agenda the overcoming of the big lags at all levels, an inheritance 
left by the long period of exploitation, plunder and oppression committed by the big 
neighboring empires. 


In a study entitled "History, Is It Art or Science?” contained in the valuable set of 
manuscripts of ASTRA Library in Sibiu, A. D. Xenopol stated: “For the person who 
feels that the main purpose of history is a nice presentation, regardless of whether 
that presentation reproduces the development of life or only a fairytale, for him 
history is an art; for the one entrusted that history must reproduce the truth about 
the course of human things, with all the difficulties to be overcome, regardless of 
whether his presentation is nice or not , for that person, of course, history is a 
science"’; the words of the great scholar remain very current, especially if we bear 
in mind the circulation of essays in specialized or mass literature, @8says which 
construct the history of certain phenomena in conformity with previously established 
conclusions. There is a single truth in this literature: denial of objective his- 
torical truth, eluding or distorting the facts, formulating “appropriate” theses which 
rhyme with just as “appropirate™ facts. Of course, the question is posed of whether 
such “fairv tales,” as Xenopol called them, deserve the attention of those historians 
who make history a science and of wihecher, on such a base, it is possible to have a 
real scientific polemic. Because what really could be the answer to this kind of 
question: The break-up of the Austro-Hungarian empire following the national libera- 
tion struggle of the oppressed nations "is a legend diametrically opposed to histor- 
ical facts,"® as if the year 1918 did not even exist in history? Also, what really 
could be the answer to the assertion that the alliance treaty concluded by Romania 
with the Entente powers in 1916, a treaty which completely subordinated Romania's 
participation in the war to a single goal--freeing the Romanian provinces subjugated 











by Austro-Hungary and reuniting them with the country--is characterized as “crim- 
inal,” “imperialist?"? Does the thesis according to which Romania is "the product 
of the 1919 peace” really deserve an answer, simply tossing in the wastebasket all 
the history of a people who had buried in the earth where they had lived many gener- 
ationus of ancestors, when tribes of migrating populations rushed across these 
tlourishing lands? 


Undoubtedly, Nicolae lorga was right when he said: “The person earnest in his right 
cannot have any kind of passion. He has passion when he is removed from the place 
which is not his due, from that place where he felt he was master through conquest 
and master through oppression. That person has passion."!0 But this “passion” in 
the attempt to demonstrate that which cannot be demonstrated, that of denying implac- 
able historical truths and of “creating” so-called truths from the peak of the pen, 
thus, making anti-history, really recalls the times when the Austro-Hungarian or 
tsarist offices “decreed” that the “national problem" did not exist in their empires, 
while the repressive measures applied to the oppressed peoples were intended to 
“resolve” that national liberation struggle which was so dangerous. 


Romanian scholars, particularly those who carefully saw to the historical past of 
their people, deciphering their purposes and their aims, never did “science for sci- 
ence's sake"; the past, with all that was good or not so good in it, served the pre- 
sent, in its ‘nost intense moments, while everything was serving the future; and it 
was more than once, defending a present full of hopes, that the patriotic Romanian 
scholars spoke out for the truth, that truth which was mixed up withthe very history 
of their people. On the basis of this truth, then, we shall try to bring to your 
attention the historical facts which prove that the year of 1918 for the Romanians 
was an objective law, the act of will and struggle of a nation of nearly 18 million 
people, a concrete and irreversible reality which the progressive international com- 
munity helped and recognized as such; this moment--1918--which meant fulfillment 

of a national ideal for which difficult sacrifices of the entire Romanian nation were 
made does not permit any defilement or damages from anybody, no matter who it is; 
that is why, beyond any scientific polemic, beyond what may be called a "difference 
of opinion,” in this case it is a question of the respect due historical truth and 
the historical evolution of a people who never were brought to their knees durinp their ex- 
ence and who do not owe anything to anybody in the work they did themselves. who 
enjoyed the international solidarity of the progressive forces in various eras. 


In an interesting study which proposes to analyze and explain the orientation of Hun- 
garian historiography after 1918 under the new political-historical conditions,which 
were completely different from the previous ones, Ferenc Glatz points out that the 
attention of historical literature to a large extent was directed toward explaining 
the decomposition of the dualist monarchy and, as a result, of “historical Hungarv,” 
bringing out “historical” arguments, with the tendency really being “to write about 
the disintegration of the old state formation as a vital problem of the nation."!1 
And the author, trying to explain this phenomenon, feels: “The Hungarian historian-- 
making an abstraction of Marxist historical concept which, also due to its exclusion 
from Hungary then, could not play an important role--suffered terribly" due to the 
"Trianon shock. "12 The decisive influence of this "shock," in the author's opinion, 
explains the orientations of “non-Marxist” Hungarian historiography after 1920, that 
is, “the historical-geographic unity of Great Hungary " Ardeal considered as “the 
symbol of the independent Hungarian state," "the historical motivation" of rebuilding 
old Hungary (since “economic reasoning could be reversed, while ethnic arguments were 
only partially usable, since merely a small portion of the Hungarian residents were 
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living on the separated territories"); “the investigation of Ardeal's history was 
not restricted merely to the subject of the independent Humgirien state of the 
Hapsburgs. but was broadened up to the presentation of Ardeal asi belonging organ- 
ically to mother Hungary” 13 as Ferenc Glatz points out. The “national problem” 

in the old empire also held a primary spot in Hungarian historiography after World 
War I, that is, “the relationship between Hungarians and na‘ionalicies.”" In ap- 
proaching this latter problem, an important category of stuly, as Ferenc Glatz 

finds, “attempted to show continually that the Hungarians can claim the role of 
political leader on the basis of the right of the one who cawe first.” 4 another 
aspect of the “sui generis” method of approaching the national problem in the former 
monarchy also was the attempt to show, as Ferenc Glatz recalls, that “the Hungarians 
always lived together well with the other cohabiting peoples in the country, that is, 
that Hungarian national policy always took the nationalities into account,"15 in oth- 
er words, the “nonexistence” of any real rational problem in oid Hungary. 


Actually, with or without the “shock” caused not by Trianon or other peace treaties 
but by the national liberation revolutioas of 1918, the oner who regretted the old 
states of affairs launched theories subwrdinate to a single goal for the ones who 
wanted to exploit them: revising the rational-ethnic borders of the states estab- 
lished or completed in 1918, or obtaining a new territorial-political status in 
central Europe under the federative formula, clearly having Hungary as the center. 
For example, who does not recall what Paul Teleki, future president of the council, 
wrote when he maintained that Hungary with the “separated” regions “forms a geo- 
graphic unit, it has borders and a ciearly defined center and its parts are economically 
and harmoniously completed" 6. later, fascist Admiral Horthy claimed that Siqramorsng 
the Austro-Hungarian monarchy was “a madness today regretted by everybody.” Hor- 
thy, who pushed the slogan “nem, num soha!" (no, no, never), also maintained with 

the same conviction the error that “in Transylvania, the Romanians were only a min- 
ority” and that, through the action of its troops, Romania “annexed” this province 

at the end of December 1918.18 Who also does not recall the theory of the"Switzer- 
land of the East” of Oskar Jaszi* who actually aimed at creating a confederation of 
states which were former "members" of the monarchy and adjacent states comprised of 
Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, Serbia, Croatia, Dalmatia, while Transylvania was offered 
a “cultural and living independence in conformity with the spirit of Renner's Austro- 
Marxism."19 The formula of “rebuilding” old Hungary, as we know, circulated through- 
out the interwar period in varying ways and with different motivations, among which, 
clearly, the one of the “impossibility” of the existence of a Hungary lacking Tran- 
sylvania and the other territories which had belonged to the "Crown" of Saint Stephen 
was not missing and of the need for rebuilding this factor of “order and balance” in 
central Europe. 


With what justification did Nicolae lorga rise in 1933 against such aberrations which 
smacked of “historical science” when he wrote: “Because it was a question of economic 
life, 1 do not know what kind of historians of political economics or very political 
economists threw out the following argument in Budapest: Hungary must be rebuilt, 
since it was a model of an economic wit. First you ask yourself--which Hungary? 

The Hungary of Saint Stephen created by the pope for an incentive in the crusades?” 
"The apostolic kingdom,” Iorga pointed out, “is neither territorial or national. It 
can be big or small. It was big when there were the crusades; there are no more cru- 
sades, it gathered nicely within the convenient enough borders which it sas now and 
which it can fill everyday with the national feeling. However, the national feeling,” 
the scholar stressed," does not mean to seek a quarrel with the neighbor in order to 
take back what you yourself took from him at one time, but the positive, creative and 
honest national feeling is that which makes you arrange matters well in your own 
count ry. "20 
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Of course, it is natural that today, particularly after the demonstration made 
by the 60 years of recent history of the states which, after 1918, formed the 
subject of so many attacks more or less dissimulated by theories of the kinds 
aentioned, the truth of 1918 should appear in all its complexity, although, na- 


turally, differing opinions exist with regard to certain phenomena, points, sit- 
uations. 


For example, in a general work on the history of central Europe in the 19th and 

20th centuries which appeared relatively recently, G. Ranki and I. T. Berend stress 
that “the principle of nationalities proved to be incompatible with the dynastic 

feudal principle of the Hapsburgs."21 Using many arguments and statistical data, 

the authors show that at the beginning of our century, of the total of 50 million 
inhabitants of Austro-Hungary, the two nations whose dominating class held the pow- 

er, formed only 44 percent , while the people under their rule, some gravitated 

toward union with their jgcopencent countries and others wished to establish their 

own, independent states. In the years of World War I, they continue to point out, 
the process developed and the states established were the result of its finalization.?23 


The ‘dea also is developed by Istvan Pinter in a recent article. “Even at the water- 
shed of the century, Hungarian nationalism was an ideological form and basic policy 
which the interests of the big landowners and industrialists wore and the trends to 
achieve a Great Hungary, independent from Austria, within which thev would ovpress 
the nationalities which were living there. The classes in power in Hungary,” the au- 
thor points out, “understood their domination over the non-Hungarian peoples in the 
Carpathian basin as a mission, a historic task, and they denied other nationalities’ 
right to national existence.” 4 We also stresses another characteristic: "The idea 
of the thousands-year-old Hungarian state with a bourgeois content became an integral 
part +H the idea that the Hungarians should have a leading role in southeastern Eur- 
ope.” 


As we know, the idea of the"historic” mission did not belong just to the Austrian 
empire or to Hungarian imperialism. Analyzing this feature of the foreign policy of 
the tsarist empire, the Soviet historian A. A. Lordansky shows that Catherine II, fly- 
ing the banner of “liberation of the oppressed Christians in the Balkan Peninsula from 
the Turkish yoke,” fiercely confronted Maria Theresa for domination at the mouths of 
the Danube, Black Sea and the Balkans. In this confrontation, when Maria Theresa 
annexed northern portion of the independent principality of Moldavia (the future 
"Bucovina"), to the great dissatisfaction of the Russian peasantry, the latter tried 
without success to obtain the “move of the Romanian principalities to the rule of 

the Polish king, Stanislav Poniatowski, the protege of Russia. Since, however,at the 
same time Poland was living its last days before being divided,” A. A. lordansky 
states, “Catherine's proposal simply meant moving the principalities to Russia."26 

The tsarist occupation of the Romanian principalities and the great material and po- 
litical advantages which resulted from this situation for this empire once again con- 
vinced Catherine the Great of the importance which would have been held by "“estab- 
lishing a ‘Greek-Eastern Empire’ in the European part, which would include the Dan- 
ube principalities, with Potemkin to be placed at the head of it."27 Dwelling at 
length on the Austro-Russian-Turkish relations and the situation of the Romanian prin- 
cipalities “caught between two fires "28 in the last quarter of the 18th century and 
beginning of the 19th century, the abovementioned Soviet historian stresses that the 
Romanian principalities of Moldavia and Muntenia were necessary to imperial Russia 

“as the base for future move forward toward Constantinopole and Trimtori and as the 
final point in the big water artery of the Danube."29 As we know, Catherine II's 
old plan was again picked up in various formulas in Tilsit and Erfurt by her successor, 








who also tried to get the other powers interested. Secret understandings between 

the cabinets in Vienna-Petersburg-Paris regarding the Romanian ocrincipalities, whose 
status of independence had been gravely violated by the tsarist military occupation 

in the period of the interminable tsarist-Ottoman wars, brought the Soviet histor- 
ian K. K. Persky to feel that they (the secret understandings) “produced a powerful 
impression on the Romanians, who understood that both Austria and Russia wished not 
the liberation of the Romanians but merely increasing the possessions they he'd at 
their expense , "0 while enother Soviet historian, N.A. Mokhov, referring to the same 
confrontation of interests between Petersburg and Vienna, stressed realistically that 
“the fate of the principalities becomes a currency of exchange in the international 
diplomatic struggle."3! Actually, in Jume 1811, for example, N. P. Rumyantsev, the 
foreign minister of isar Alexander I, wrote to Gen “. I. Kutuzov, supreme commander 
of the occupation troops in the Romanian principality of Moldavia that “obtaining 
both principalities would place in our hands the opportunity of making a favorable 
exchange with Austria, ceding the Romanian Country for another region and even 

if such an exchange does not take place, then, having the opportunity to then pro- 
pose Wallachia either as a transfer or as an exchange, we would keep permanently the 
greatest share in the political system of the Vienna cabinet."32 So this is how two 
principalities with status as independent states were treated as “currency of exchange” 
in the politics of the time's great empires. The deterioration of relations with Na- 
poleon, however, caused Tsar Alexander to reduce his big political plans to what he 
felt was “achievable,” that is, annexation of the principality of Moldavia up to the 
Siret and Danube where it flowed into the Black Sea, at the same time claiming from 
the Ottoman Port “financial damages” for “rejection” of the principality of Walla - 
chia."33 For the latter, Alexander had “to be satisfied with ‘such little’ compensa- 
tion in the opinion of the Petersburg politicans,” A. A. Yordansky pointed out, “on- 
ly because at that time the relations between Alexande: and Napol had become so com- 
plicated that war between Russia and France had become inevitable"”’*; this matter, the 
Soviet historian stresses, returning to the idea of the “liberating mission” of the 
countries, “finally explained before the Romanian patriots the role of the ®ussian 
emperor and the true motives for the interest of ‘the greatest Christian power’ in 

the cause of liberating the oppressed peoples in the near east."35 I should add that, 
with regard to the Romanians and their principalities, enjoying political, administra- 
tive, religious, economic and cultural independence,they weren't in asituation of be- 
ing “liberated,” not being “provinces” (pashaliks) of Turkey. So, as far as they vere 
concerned, the big "Christian" empires could not in any way invoke the motive of  lib- 
erating the Romanians from the Ottoman yoke.” 


During a later period, the idea of the “historic mission” also was expressed in other 
formulas, among which a distinct part was held by that of the "“federative state,” a 
formula which had in mind perpetuating the states of affairs in the big multination- 
al empires wider the cover of a new form. Along this line of idea, we stress the re- 
markable contribution of Gyula Merei, the Hungarian historian, to the analysis of the 
causes for the crisis of the Hapsburg empire. He felt that no type of plan for fed- 
eralization of the Hapsburg empire could save it, with its break-up being an historical 
need."36 Referring broadly to the v#@ ious formulas for “federation” planned, begin- 
ning with the Wesseleny-Garasanin plan and ending with the one advanced by Aurel Popo- 
vici in his work “The United States of Great Austria” at the beginning of the 20th cen- 
tury and of Oskar Jaszi during the war, Gyula Merei rejects the idea that survival of 
the Austro-Hungarian empire under those historical conditions would have been pos- 
sible any longer, when all the oppressed nationalities wanted their own independent 
states, 5 of the degree of liberalization which a federative state could of- 
fer them. ? In the same position, the authors of the monograph “Histoire de la Hon- 
grie” published in Budapest several years ago evaluated the inevitable nature of the 
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break-up of the double monarchy, with the decisive element in this phenomenon 
being the struggle for national and political emancipation of the oppressed na- 
tionalities who were aspiring to establish their own states which were indepen- 
dent and sovereign. With regard to the peace treaty of Trianon, the authors right- 
fully feel that it “gave satisfaction to the just aspirations” of the nativnali- 
ties of the former empire. 38 


The problems of the break-up of the Austro-Hungarian empire under the action of the 
struggle of the oppressed nationalities is treated in a very interesting report 
presented at the Romanian-Czech colloquium in Bucharest in 1967 and by the well- 
known historian J. Macurek.39 Referring to the political-historical context of 

the Hapsburg monarchy up to 1872, J. Macurek dwells on the phenomenon of the nation- 
al liberation struggle at various points, showing the development of collaboration 
between the Czechs and Romanians for ome and the same goal: national-political eman- 
cipation, reestablishment of the independent states of the Czechs and the Slovaks, 
the union of the Romanians and the territories inhabited by them which were under 
the rule of Austria and Hungary, with the mother country. 


His compatriot, historian Zdenek Kutina, concerned with the states in central and 
southeasterr Europe established or accomplished in 1918, stresses that “the inclusion 
of all Romanians and territories occupied by them in a single national state” was 
the goal sought by Romania when it entered the war in August 1916, while the state 
achieved through the will and struggle of the entire Romanian nation in 1918 was 

“a united national state"; thus, we see that the peace treaties of 1919-1920 in 


Romania's case as well as that of the other states in this geographic zone meant 
“an actual reality."40 


Against the same background of idea, Juliu Bardach, professor at the University of 
Warsaw, and Hubert Izdebski analyze report on the federative principle and the fed- 
eral state in history, a report presented at the 15th international congress of his- 
tory in Bucharest (August 1980), the flagrant inequality of treatment between the 
dominant nations on one hand and the dominated nations on the other, both within the 
framework of the Austro-Hungarian empire as well as the tsarist empire.These inequal- 
ities were more emphatic toward the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centur- 
ies, with the national liberation struggle to establish sovereign and independent 
states becoming a definitive feature of the political-social situation in the big 
empires. 4! 


The acute nature of the crisis in the dualist empire is brought out by Emil Neider- 
hauser, who stresses the emphasis of the “big contradictions between the oppressed 
nations and the dominant Austrian and Hungarian classes and between the dominating 
and oppressed nations” on the eve of World War I. As Neiderhauser points out, "It 
was natural for the Poles, Romanians, Serbs and Italians to travel the path of uni- 
fication with their comrades in other states and to wish to part from the empire. "42 
So, the national-political emanicipation in the framework of their own states for 
the oppressed nations of the double monarchy appears in the view of the historian 
mentioned as an objective historical phenomenon. 


Of the multitude of problems belonging to the broad process of the decomposition of 
the Hapsburg empire, the British historian Kenneth Johnstone dwells on Romania's 
place in the history of Europe in the modern age, while he expressly analyzes the 
political-national regime of the Transylvanian and Bucovina Romanians in the con- 
text of the evolution of relations between Austria and Hungary on one hand and the 
relations between the Hapsburg empire and the tsarist empire on the other. This 
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historian feels that under these circumstances “the stage was set for the big dis- 
pute between Russia and Austria for the Balkan countries and what was considered 
to be the dying Ottoman Empire.” This historian feels that due to their geogra- 
phic placement, the Romanian principalities “were for Russia a natural corridor 
toward Turkey and the Balkans and, as such, a basic means for movement in the fre- 
quent Russian-Turkish vars.” 


In connection with all this, the Soviet historian N. A. Mokhov, to whose studies ve 
have referred before, in analyzing the political-diplomatic circumstances wider 
which the Austrian-Russian contradictions were aggravated in the Balkan zone and 

the Danube zone in the last quarter of the 18th century, points out that, after 
Maria Theresa annexes Bucovina, a severe policy is established in this province 
against the native population: “The Austrian government insistently colonizes Buco- 
vina with Austrians, Poles and people of other nationalities. Teaching in the 
schools was in German everywhere,"44 the abovementioned historian stresses. 


Under the international conditions of deepening rivalries between the Hapsburg and 
tsarist empires for domination and influence in the southeastern zone of Europe, the 
situation of the Romanians under foreign rule worsened greatly. “The wild policy of 
Magyarization,” British historian Kenneth Johnstone continues to point out, “being 
conducted by the Hungarian government throughout the half-century which foilowed" 
(after 1848) “dispelled any hope for a solution, besides that of total capitulation; 


the compromise of 1867 ended any dreams of an independent Romanian province under the 
imperial crown.” 5 


We also find similar judgments in a broad work devoted to the history of the Hapsbure 
empire following 1867 by the American historian Arthur J. May; analyzing the fea- 
tures of the domestic and foreign policy of the “empire of ruin,” as Lloyd George 
called it, in the age of the momentum for national liberation struggle, A. J. Mav 
dwells on the Romanians’ situation and states that the Transylvania problem without 
question dominated the evolution of eoles tone between Austro-Hungary and Romania, an 
opinion in full agreement with reality. The author presents the characteristic 
aspects of the tough policy of Magyarization of the nationalities as promoted by 
Count Coloman Tisza and continued by D. Bannfy and later by Count Apponvi and he 
stresses the steadfast upposition resistance of the oppressed nationalities, who 
made a common front in defending their rights; in this context, A. J. May formulates 
the appraisal that the Romanians conducted the most tenacious and effective struggle 
against denationalization, resorting to extremely varied and clever methods and 
being permanently supported by their compatriots in independent Romania. The final 
goal of their struggle, A. J. May shows, was the union of Romanians in a single 
state. 


Again picking up the matter of the Romanians, Soviet historian N. A. Mokhov shows 
that “finding themselves under foreign encirclement, the people kept their language 
and customs and, although tsariem hindered national development, it continued; the 
development of the ethnic awareness also continued among the people.”"48 Also, ina 
collection of studies published in the USSR 3 years ago and devoted to the national 
problem in the former empire, it is pointed out that “particularly after the 1848 
revolution,” a revolution for the suppression of which the tsarist armies had a 
main role in the three Romanian principalities, “the national oppression practiced 
by tsarism intensified."49 


The momenum of revolutionary liberation movements in the multirational empires, move- 
ments which involved broad masses of the oppressed peoples, demonstrated in many 
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actions, represents a broad range of problems to which the well-known French histor- 
fan Pierre Renouvin directed his attention, analyzing predominantly the evolution 
of the political crisis on the eve of the outbreak of World War I; in this frame- 
work, P. Renouvin presents the status of the various nationalities subjugated by 
the big empires and he brings out the indisputable truth that, despite the harsh 


policy of “ppression, these nationalities “did not lose the awareness of their in- 
dividuality.” 


Renouvin feels that the break-up of these empires in favor of the independent nation- 
al states was a natural requirement of the time, the accomplishing of which could 

not be halted by the forces concerned with preserving the old states of affairs. 

He concludes: “ "Balkanization’ of Danubian Europe, which the diplomats of the En- 
tente powers long felt was an undesirable prospect, was an “act accomplished before 
the offices even thought to intervene."51 So, the Danubian peoples decided their 
future by themselves, independent of the will and plans of the big powers (includ- 
ing the Entente), placing already consumated facts before the peace ¢oNference. 


Similar conclusions about the way in which the principle of the nationalities took 
action as a catalyzer of the struggle for political emancipation of the oppressed 
nationalities in the big empires also are formulated by Herbert J. “Muller, who shows 
that this phenomenon “was a vivid reality of international modern life, a result of 
a century of unrest,"92 while Hugo Hantsch feels that the national problem remained 
unsolved in Austro-Hungary, with the dualism of 1867 giving Austria and Hungary fic- 
titious statuses as unifed states.°? Robert Kann also speaks of the fictitious na- 
ture of the status as unified states given Hungary and Austria which, in his opinion, 
compromised the federative idea which would have permitted a more liberal status for 
the numerous nationalities included between the borders of the empire. 


Jacques Droz, in a work published immediately following World War II, states, as do 
the abovementioned historians, that particularly after 1867, a broad “revolution of 
the nationalities” takes place in the Hapsburg empire for national and political eman- 
cipation.55 (Several years later, Jacques Droz changed his opinio maintaining that 
preservation of the Hapsburg empire would have been in the nationalities’ interest.) °° 


Peter Sugar also takes the same position, feeling that “the only solution” for solv- 
ing the problem of the Romanians wider foreign rule was their wnion with Romania.’ 


The principle of the n. :fonalities, as a basic element in establishing a new volitical 
order superior to what existed in Europe at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 
20th centuries, with its corrolary--establishment of united, national, independent 
states and the nature of “fait accomplis” at the point when the peace conference op- 
ened--represents truths recognized in their defining features in many of the older 
or newer studies. Among the historians concerned with these problems, H. W. V. 
Temperley, ‘or example, stresses that the principle of the nationalities substituted 
old dynastic principles in the content of the peace treaties of Trianon and Saint 
Germain.58 Also, Maurice Crouzet feele that the liberation of the subjugated peoples 
in central and southeastern Europe and the establishment of national independent uni- 
ted states put an end to the sharp conflict of a national nature within the former 
empires, while the borders of the new states in general lines conform with the na- 
tional aspirations of the people. 59 


Along the same line, Maxim Mourin finds that the union of Romanians in a single na- 
tional state, achieved by them thenselves, was a real reality which the Paris peace 
conference “was invited to sanction,"©9 while G. D. Spector, the well-known American 











historian who was closely concerned with the activity of Romania's delegation to 

the peace conference, also feels that the territor‘alchanges on the map of central 
and southeastern Europe were produced such before the opening of the peace ggnfer- 
ence, with its being able merely to ratify an already existing situation. 

C. Bratianu, Spector says, “much more experienced than any other of the four big 
ones,” was perfectly aware that actually the conference could do nothing but ac- 
cept the decisions already applied by the peoples in central Europe. In turn, 

R. Ristelhueber, stressing that in 1918 Romania “finally achieved its traditional 
aspirations, uniting all the Romanian lands as in the time of the reign of Mihai 
Viteazul, "63 implicitly reaches the same relationship between “fait accompli” and 
the recording of it by the peace conference. Also, the American historian V. S. 
Mamatey, after he gives a broad explanation of how Romania--a wited national state-- 
and the other states in the same geographic zone came into existence, states, “The 
peace conference in this way was faced with ‘an accomplished fast in eastern central 
Europe, which it neither wished nor could succeed in changing. Concerned with the 
same problems, Robert Lee Wolf shows that the wmion of Romanians in a single state 
resulted from expression of the national will in Alba Iulia on 1 December 191865; 

so, the peace treaties, in his concept, play a secondary role at the level of estab- 
lishing the united Romanian national state. Identical conclusions also are expressed 
by Gottold Rhode, who emphasizes that the will 1 popular masses brought the act 
of the union of all Romanians in a single state,”°” while L. S. Stavrianos in turn 
explains that in Paris the peace conference could only recognize and strengthen the 
actual situation existing in central and southeastern Europe through its decisions. 67 


Whereas in the great majority of its representative works, modern historiography eval- 
uates the break-up of the big multinational empires and the establishment of indepen- 
dent, united, national states as inexorable phenomena of history ,there also are au- 
thors who circulate contrary theses, often with particular insistence, theses which 
are not original at all and which perhaps take somewhat further those old viewpoints 
presented by Ferenc Glotz in the study quoted above. 


For example, some theses circulated by various historians and wh‘ch actually result 
from each other, inevitably lead to a single conclusion: the artificfa! neture of 
the states in central and southeastern Europe. Here are several of the links in the 
chain of distorting historical facts: “Self-determination appeared as an ideology at 
the point where, connected with some apparently democratic demands, it served both to 
dissimulate expansion as well as to combat the despotic and aggressive principle, 
that is, the ‘Germanic’ principle,” maintains Maria Ormos.®8 Pointing out that na- 
tional self-determination or the principle of the nationalities was supported bv the 
big Entente powers as “ideological camouflage” following “the break-down of the sep- 
arate peace tries of Austro-Hungary at the beginning of 1918,"°" the author, in refer- 
ring to the peace conference, feels that “the decisions in their favor (of the states 
in central and southeastern Europe--editor'’s note) were adopted without their con- 
tribution.” Maria Ormos feels that the states in central and southeastern Europe, 
natural results of the political-economic-strategic interests of the big powers as 
well as the plans of France “intended to promote the economic recovery of the region 
(it is a question in 1918 of reconstruction of the entire Czechoslovak, Polish, Hun- 
garian and Romanian economies),"” the plan of the Danube confederation and so forth-- 
all these “aimed at filling this vacuum resulting from the disappearance of the mon- 
archy with a new unit which would have been created under France's leadership.”7° 
So,this is how we find out from the abovementioned author that the abolishment of na- 
tional oppression of approximately 30 million people in central and southeastern Eur- 
ope generated a “vacuum,” while the establishment of independent, sovereign, united 
and national states led no more or no less to economic chaos. If we take Maria Or- 
mos’ judgment further, of course one may say that the abolishment of colonial 
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exploitation over the widespread territories in Africa and Asia and today's proc- 
lamation of more than one hundred independent states were not phenomena of histor- 
ical progress but they caused a “vacuum,” with the “resolution” probably being a 
formula which would bring back the previously exploited peoples into a so-called 
political-economic unit placed under the sponsorship of the former parent states. 
Resorting to this kind of judgment contradicts the living history of hundreds of 
millions of people and dozens of independent states. 


The theory of “vacuum” caused by the break-up of the dualist monarc’.y and the lib- 
eration of millions of people from under foreign domination is also supported by 
Istvan Dioszegi in an article on the international eituation on the eve of the Paris 
peace conference; for example, he asserts that “a vacuum was created in world pol- 
itics and in the immediate vicinity of the conquered countries, toward which var- 
ious forces were demonstrated uninterrupted,” with these “forces,” in his opinion, 
being the big conquering powers and the small states of central and southeastern 
Europe which “strived to fill the void created by the werld war,"71 resulting from 
his demonstration that the main role in the break-up of the Hapsburg empire was 
played by the military defeat of the central powers in the war. 


Returning to the problem discussed by Maria Ormos, we find that the failure of all 
France's attempts and rejection in the coming years by Romania, Yugoslavia, Czecho- 
slovakia of other numerous actions initiated by the big powere with the idea of 
economic “reconstruction” of the central-southeastern European region would have 
resulted in maintaining the vacuum created in central Europe by the break-up of the 
dualist empire, and the author asks: “Why did the small states in central Europe 
make the French plan fail, the idea of witty of the region; why did they want to 
preserve this vacuum in central Europe?" And we find the answer to this in the fol- 
lowing statement: “The fact that the policy of these countries was determined bv 
the past explains the atavistic fear, the archaic picture of the enemy. This is a 
general phenomenon but it becomes a private phenomenon in central Europe due to the 
narrow politic outlook sf the small nations and perhaps also due to the fact that 
the backward consciousness is connected too closely with defense of the recently 
achieved independence and by the nationalism brought on by this."72 Thue, making a 
total abstraction of the centuries of struggle for national and political liberation 
of the nations oppressed in the multinational empire, completely forgetting that the 
year 1918 existed when the subjugated nations chose the path they would take in the 
future by themselves, failing to take into consideration not even the simple chron- 
Clogy of the facts which establish that Romania, Czechoslovakia, the Serbian-Croatian- 
Slovenian kingdom and Poland existed as independent states bv the end of 1918 and 
that the treaties of Saint-Germain and Trianon brought nothing new from this view- 
point, Maria Ormos sees a big political and economic vacuum in central and south- 
eastern Europe following the break-up of the Hapsbure empire and she believes that 
only “recovery” of the economic unity of the zone could have brought “salvation.” 
But what is very difficult to imagine for a historian today is the idea that the 
defense of national independence would be attributed to a “backward awareness”; conm- 
menting on the background for such a concept, we see that national independence i« 
equal with chauvinist nationalism, with economic anarchy, with the refusal of any 
cooperation, while the melting of national independence and borders into an “econo- 
mic unit” placed under the sponsorship of a certain power would equal historical 
progress. The lack of originality of Maria Ormos’ assertions also is proven by the 
fact that the well-informed people of the 30's were rising decisively against the 
ones who were maintaining that the independence and sovereignty of the states would 
be “stumbling blocks” in the path of progress and peace.” “To recommend under cur- 
rent conditions the abolishing of national independence as a remedy for eternal peace 
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not only recommendiug an inadsiseible prescription but means throwing the world 
into chaos and anarchy if we were to proceed on such a road and tc preach that 
the remedy for eternal peace is destruction of the national sen t 

an impossibility but is taking from man the gost important support of his pre- 
sent individuality,”73 WNicolee Titulescu said in the German te 

and he also emphasized another generally valid truth: “A. * that reason, today, 
international right seems to everyone in particular as a la. of coordination, not 
subordination, while the position of each state separa by. compared with the other 
states, is a position of independence, not dependence.” 


In close connection with the abovementioned theories and in the same view of treat- 
ing the problems, the thesis of the “economic wity” of the old expire is also for- 
mulated, the empire “destroyed” by the Trianon peace treaty decisions. “The terri- 
tories which formed an economic wit in the old days,” Magda Adam saintains, “vere 
separated from the political and legal viewpoint” into what the author calls 

“parts with a wilateral —e structure, competing i among themselves and incap- 
able of full independence.” So the states in central and southeastern Europe 
established through the national liberation struggle are, in the opinion of this 
historian, “parts” of an economic “whole” which had been the duslist sonarchy. 
Oastkar Jaszi also supported this thesis in 1921, when he predicte¢ the “break-up” 
of the new states due to the “impossibility to survive” following the destruction of 
“the economic-political” whole which had been the sonarchy” “It is impossible to 
destroy one half of a complicated economic organise and for the other half not *” 

be contaminated by eath. Eastern and central Europe,” 0.,Jaszi found, “are facing 
the total fuin of dissolution: production cannot process, werployment is increasing 
each day, moral and state ties are falling apart.”’® ‘This thesis contradicts ob- 
jective, well-known facts. For example, we know that far from being an “economic 
unit,” the Hapsburg monarchy presented the picture of big inequalities from one re- 
gion to another with regard to economic development. Transylvania, for example, per- 
manently remained in the situation as a supplier of raw materiale and the sarket for 
sale of industrial goods. “We from Transylvania,” wrote Gheorghe Barit in the middle 
of the last century, “are as poor as we should be wealthy, because we have a) « total 
lack of credit; 6) a lack of commercial markets; c) almost total lack of scientific 
institutes for agriculture, industry and commerce; d) immeasurable tributes to the 
circumstances shown in the three points; e) the stronger ma‘ luxury of a iaree portion 
of the Hungarian aristocracy, while it will be of the bourgeoisie of 211 nationalities 
20 years from now."’? Transylvania’s situation was aggravated together with the cre- 
ation of dualism in 1867, when the province was integrated in the mited customs sys- 
tem of the monarchy; the Austrian and Hungarian bourgeoisie kept Transylvania in « 
state of colonial dependence, placing here a large quantity of agguoteses products 
and obtaining their rew materiale wider advantageow: conditions. 


We also know that the process of creating the national economic complex for Romania, 
prepared centuries on end by the close economic and spiritusl links between a11 the 
Romanian provinces, entered into a higher phase in 1859 and 1877-1878, sped up through 
the organic integration of Transylvania in 1918,a8 well as of the other provinces 
inhabited by Romanians who had been wider foreign rule, into Romenta’s econcey. 

The formation and development of the national economic complex was imposed as «4 leg- 
al objecti-e law of the development of the national economy , one which was valid for 
all stetes. Under the cnew conditions, the international division of lew took place 
in the new dimensions, concerning both the various branches of the national econory 
as well as the geographic-administrative regions; new economic branches and mits 
appear and develop, ones which are needed for the national economic complex. “ards 














Adam's viewpoint according to which “the bourgeoisie of the newly established cow- 
tries refuses the old economic and political ideas of collaboration,combatting the 
division of labor established within the monarchy,” and ignores the economic bases 
for the “new ideas” which were incompatible with the anachronistic division of 

labor within the Hapsburg monarchy. The new states’ renunciation of the “old 
economic and political ideas of collaboration” caused by the taperialist division 
of labor as well as organization of the national economic complex in conformity with 
the objective needs of the independent national state represent an act of historic 
progress also confirmed by today’s development of « similar process in the coun- 
tries liberated from under colonial domination. 


A problem today returning to international discussion in connection with the socio- 
political-national changes in central and southeastern Europe in 1918 is that of 
world revolution, as we know, a thesis supported by sanvy communist silitants and 
theoreticians at that time. Recently, for example, L. Nagy Zsuzsa, referring to 
this question, feels that the program of the Hungarian revolution on abolishing the 
borders and establishing a world proletarian republic “was a concest with a broad 
outlook. It is expected that the sufferings caused by wars, social contradictions 
as well as the policy conducted by the victorious Entente should lead to the rapid 
revolutionization of Europe's peoples, during which the dictatorships of the prole- 
teriat takes place, which, in this framework, will ally itself on the basis of pro- 
letarian democracy and national bourgeois contradictions also will be solved fast.”’9 
Proceeding from the idea that “creation” of independent states in central and south- 
eastern Europe--“national bourgeois states”--was «a poor solution which “could only 
promise the beginning of a new period of violence,” Dioszegi Istvan also feels that 
“(he conquerors and the conquered should have kept in mind the current facing mankind 
caught by the fyture national conflicts and prospects for supranational, internet tors«!- 
ist solutions. With the same view but in a manner of extending the theoretical 
and practical problems of 1918-1919 to present history, Andres Firon feels that “nei- 
ther at that moment did solution lie in mapping owt borders, no matter how carefully 
this would have been done” and that “the political realism of 1918-1919," in his opin- 
ion, lies precisely in the fact that the Hungarian revolution of the councils came 
out against territorial integrity and against the borders. The abovementioned author 
feels himeelf capable of evaluating that “a closed policy within national lisits,” 
understanding by this the new national states’ ow independent policy, would, in the 
perepec ive of history, have proven to be a poor political formula which caused new 
conflicts. “A solution is needed and the whole world feels this,” the author finds. 
But solution can only be 6b ought by the socialist historical gerepective for eastern 
Europe taken os « whole,” Andres Firon asserts unequivecably.® With regard to Janos 
Kende, be feels that the formula recommended by the Republic of Councils of Hungary, 
that is, a Soviet socialist republic of ~eoples of the former monarchy, a formula 
through which the “Hungarian Communist Party separated from the policy of territorial 
integrity.” “could have represented an appropriate counterweight to the taperialist 
plans of the Entente. "82 


So here, revived after sore than 60 vears, are the theories whose erroneous essence 
was even revealed from the beginning by history and which is continually revealed 
by today’s realities. To feel today that world revolution is the best solution to 
the bie problems of 1918 as well as that its failures then”do not prove the correct- 
ness of the adversaries but rather, at moet, the superiority of their force,” to feel 
today that « “supranational republic” would be a possible organizational framework 
for developing human society man not only to formula and support utopias, to pick 
up old theees agein, ones which were outdated and refuted by Sistory iteelf, but also 








mean in particular failing to take into account the objective laws of economic-social- 
political development with regard to the nations’ inalienable right to exist in- 
dependently and to organize their lives within the independent national states, 

states whose preservation in time cannot be determined exactly, at least during the 
current stage of historical development. 


In connection with the theses formulated by the abovementioned authors, several 
clarifications are required. 


First, it is a question of a narrow and deformed understanding of the world revolu- 
tionary process. As we know, the great diversity of contradictions in modern society 
causes extremely diverse forces and components of the world revolutionary process 
which bringtogether in a single stream the revolutionary struggle against imperial- 
ism and capitalism, the national liberation struggle, the anticolonialist struggle 
and so forth. It includes all the phenomena and processes which cause structural 
changes in society life at the world level in favor of social progress, national lib- 
eration and democracy. To place an equal sign between the werld revolutionary pro- 
cess--a highly complex phenomenon which takes on extremely varied forms--and the 
world socialist revolution proves a great narrowness of views; th. opinion according 
to which the national liberation revolutions and democratic revolutions are not part 
of this process but only those which are of a totally anticapitalist nature lead to 
basic denial of historical progress, a direct result of the world revolutionary pro- 
cess in the multitude of its manifestations.84 This way of viewing the revolution 
was characteristic of many of the socialist and communist militants and theoreti- 
cians in the years of revolutionary elan. For example, before the international so- 
cialist congress in London in 1896, where the resolution entited "Political Actions 
of the Working Class" was adopted, which specified “direct and unequivocable recog- 
nition of the right for all nations to self-determination," Rosa Luxemburg had pub- 
lished the article "Neve Stromungen in der Polnischen Sozialistischen Bewegung in 
Deutschland und Osterrich,” in which she criticized the leaders of the Polish Social- 
ist Party for their position favoring creation of an independent Poland§5; in 1913-1914 
under conditions of the upsurge of national liberation movements, the discussions on 
the problem of self-determination were picked up again on an even broader level, con- 
fronting the two main concepts: the Marxist one which came out for the nations’ self- 
determination up to the separation of the multinational states and the establishment 
of national, independent states and the Austrian social democratic concept (Otto Bau- 
er, Karl Renner) which rejected the idea of self-determination, opposing national- 
cultural independence. Even after the victory of the socialist revolution in ®ussia 
and adoption of the historic document on the right to self-determination up to the 
separation for all peoples held for cefully in the former empire of the tsars, posi- 
tions and concepts going along the old line of Rosa Luxemburg, Otto Bauer and Karl 
Renner continued to be demonstrated in the national movement. Of course, we know 
how in the time of the Hungarian revolution of the councils the point had been reached 
which asserted that "nations do not exist, just classes"®® or that “nationality was 

a type of grouping of second rank people,” feeling that “national oppression is ac- 
tually oppression of the proletariat"’’; from here the finding was reached that "in 
Soviet Hungary there is no national problem."88 In the series of lectures held bv 
the leader of the Hungarian revolution, Bela Kun, on changing the party program, the 
above theses are presented in a broad way; proceeding from the idea that "the entire 
right to self-determination is, from our viewpoint, an idle fiction, since we do not 
want the right to self-determination, we do not want separation, but we want the 
unity of the proletariat, regardless of nationality, without taking into consideration 
the national borders,” Bela Kun formulates the goal of the Hungarian reyolution; that 
is: “Unified kingdom of socialism achieved at the international level"’’and he 
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states*that “we must break with the policy of territorial integrity, since this is 
an infignificant problem" which is excluded by itself within the world revolution. 
Also, judging any phenomenon of that time through the prism of the concept men- 
tioned, the Hungarian revolution refused to recognize the legitimacy of establishing 
independent national states as the result of a jJegal procese, an irreversible one, 
which put into concrete form an objectively necessary historical stage of historical 
progress. For example, the documents of the time state that in central Europe “new 
militarist states have appeared like magic,"99 while on 1 April 1919 NEPSZAVA de- 
clared: “We shall erase any color from the map. The world revolution will bring 
world peace"9!; on 7 April, during a popular meeting in Kaposvar, assurances were 
given that “in several weeks, all of Europe will be in flames and proletarian dic- 
tatorship will govern everywhere." 


In the years of World War I, when the national liberation struggle had taken on unprece- 
dented scope, Lenin treate4 the problem of self-determination in the program of the 
socialist movement, analyzing it in correlation with the thesis of doing away with 

the frontierg and the so-called world republic. "We assert that to reject achieve- 
ment of the nations’ self-determination under the conditions of socialism would mean 

a betrayal of socialism,” Lenin felt, showing that national oppression is “one of 

the forms of political — that is, keeping a nation within the state borders 
of another nation through force." Liberation of the oppressed nations involves, on 
one hand “full equality of rights" and, on the other, "freedom for political separa- 
tion." Stressing that Marx’ thesis remains valid for the socialists, the thesis on 
“recognition of the necessity of the state,” Lenin criticizes those who “imagine ei- 
ther that the democratic state of socialism victorious will exist without borders 
(precisely as a ‘complex of sensations,’ without matter) or that the borders will be 
established ‘exclusive’ in accordance with the needs of production."94 He rightfully 
felt that, under the conditions of the victory of the socialist revolution and achieve- 
ment of the right of the peoples to self-determination, “the borders will be estab- 
lished democgatically, that is, in accordance with the will and ‘sympathies’ of the 
population.” 


Second, the thesis on the “supranational” state (republic) obligatorilv excludes the 
equality among nations and fuses political independence and sovereignty into a rela- 
tionship of subordination. There is no more than one step from here until the for- 
mula of the “historic mission" of one nation or another. Also, Oscar Jaszi stated 
clearly, but in 1919-1921, that for a “new order” in central Europe under conditions 
of the break-up of the dualist empire, “the single cond‘tion is precisely true demo- 
cracy, honest independence and a launching on the road of rational socialism with all 
the forces. In such an international order,” he stated, “the Hungarians, unchained 
from the feudal and capitalist ties, would become one of the most productive factors, 
fuller of initiative and most enthus astic in the Danube basin,” while "the German 
nature, freed of the wailitarist and imperialist chains, will be the natural guider 
and consolidator of this new balance."96 So, even in 1919~1921, simply and clearly 
expressed, is a formula for “supranational” republic, in which the participating peo- 
ples would be given independence, with "the natural guider” for such a state formation 
being the "German nature”; what is absurd is precisely the fact that the initiators 

of the formula found that only in this way could one reach a “true democracy,” the so- 
called “rational socialism.” However, what is certain is that neither in 1918 nor 
later were the nations disposed to accept perpetuation of the old situation of sub- 
ordination and political-national-economic-cultural discrimination, they refused anv 
“guidance” or “advice” from outside, regardless of who assumed this “historic mission,” 
and they rejected any political formula with these kinds of obligations. 





Third, in connection with the above, the problem of internationalism arises as 
approached by the abovementioned authors in a view which has proven to be bypassed 

by history, by the facts. If in 1919 it still was being maintained that the 
“internationalism of the worker movement, the international nature of the revolu- 
tion is what should serve as the departure point in creating all the programs of 

the worker parties"?’ and, in this view, it was stresved that "the workers of various 
countries do not have different interests, they have a single interest--that of the 
international liberation of the revolutionary proletariat, a liberation which can only 
be the task of the world revolution. The program must start with this job,” then 

time and the facts have shown that this kind of “internationalism” meant the existence 
of a single leading center, the use of single methods and means in working out the 
revolutionary tactics and strategy without taking into consideration the specific na- 
ture of the national socio-political-economic framework in which the parties of the 
working class were taking action. For example, this is how Bela Kun explained the 
matter in a lecture held on 15 May 1919: "The Third International differed from the 
Second International, particularly because the first is a united organization, whose 
unity is expressed not only by the principled and theoretical bases which are united 
but also its tactic also is a unified one, its method of struggle is unified and the 
party of each country separately must be considered, as, in their time, the first 
workers’ parties headed by Marx and Engels were, as sections of a unified inter- 
national organization.” Criticizing the concept of the “national parties," Bela Kun 
believed that "all actions of the worker movement must be guided in a unified way 
because only a unified international action is capable of showing the proletariat 

the path to follow in order to eacape from the chains of capitalism."99 In this view, 
then, the proletariat should have acted under the guidance of a supranational forum, 
whose purpose was to work out a “unifed"” strategy and tactics which were obligatory 
for all the communist and worker parties and simple sections of this forum. Naturally, 
under such conditions, the concepts of national independence and sovereignty disap- 
peared, while militant solidarity between the communist and worker parties, based on 
equality and mutual respect for the independence of action of the working class in 
each country and independence of each party in working out its own program of action 
according to local cunditions aud in determining the guvals of its struggle to conform 
to toe interests and aspirations of all the people, were replaced with relations of 
suborcination to a ioreign leading center. 


The documents of the Romanian socialist movement in 1881-1890, proceeding from Fhe 
postulate that “socialism is merely a well-known direction for social progress” 

and demonstrating that socialism “is not exotic plant” in Romania but appeared and 
developed naturally in Romanian society, considered it “indisputable that, from 
the viewpoint of tactics, Romanian socialism must have its own weapons, economic con- 
ditions and economic field on which it would have to work, being its own,” while 
“with regard to the methods by which this goal is to be reached, each is to use what 
is required by the special conditions of his country. "10 So, accepting the generally 
valid principles of socialism, the Romanian socialists saw their accomplishment in 
Romania only in relationship to the specific conditions and stage of development of 
Romanian society and the vital and major interests of the popular masses. 


It is not useless to recall that a number of aspects of the narrow and defective wav 
of understanding “internationalism” were subject for analysis for Engels, even at 

the end of the 19th century. For example, in a letter to Kautsky of 12 September 1882, 
in analyzing the liberation process in the colonies of Africa, America and other con- 
tinents, a process which would be led to a good end by the domestic forces, Engels 
emphasized that “the victorious proletariat will not be able to make anv foreign 





people happy under compulsion without undermining its own victory through this, a 
thesis which Lenin took over in July 1916, commenting on it in this way: "Engels 
formulates a single principle as being ‘undoubtedly’ and indisputably internationalist 
and he applies it in the case of all foreign people that is, not only to the colon- 
fal peoples: to rake them happy under compulsion means to undermine the victory of 
the proletariat."! 3 With regard to the importance of the goal of national self- 
determination as an integral part of internationalism, Lenin formulated a number of 
truths which are perfectly valid today, but especially true in 1916-1919, when 

tens of millions of reople were putting into practice the principle of self-deter- 
mination in the central, southeast and east of Europe: "The center of gravity for 

the internationalist education of workers in the oppressor countries must unmistak- 
ably be the propagation and sypport of the freedom of the oppressed countries to 
separate. Without this, internationalism cannot exist."194 Lenin gave such great 
importance to the self-determination of the oppressed nations and to establishment of 
independent national states that he characterized it as "an absolute requirement, even 
if the separation could have been possible and achievable only in one case in a 
thousand before the establishment of socialism."!95 


Even from their assertion in the political life of our country, the Romanian social- 
ists felt that the national liberation of all Romanians and their union with the coun- 
try into a single independent state was a major problem of the struggle for socialism 
in Romania. This is how clearly this goal was expressed in 1892: "We want a great 
and powerful Romania, however a Romania which is free and comprised of citizens who 
are free economica} dy and politically. This its our ideal with regard to the 
national question.” As the liberation struggle of the oppressed nations in the 
multinational empires was intensifying, parallel with sharpening of the regime of ter- 
ror and denationalization under conditions of the deeper internal crisis in these em- 
pires, the national problem took on a greater and greater share of the revolutionary 
theory and practice of the Romanian socialists. At the same time, they felt that 

only national self-determination, finalized in establishment of independent national 
states, permitted a real and powerful internationalist solidarity of the proletariat 
headed by their own socialist (national) parties in the struggle against imperialism 
and for the victory of the principles of socialism. For example, stressing that the 
social democratic party in Romania was the only “democratic and national” party "in 
the most profound meaning of the word," the Declaration of 28 Cctober 1918 came out 
“against any national subjugation. It supports the nations’ rights to decide their 
own fate” and, at the same time, stated: “the social democratic party is an interna- 
tionalist one. Only through the fraternal link of the proletariat in all countries, 
of all religions can work be made free and war eliminated,"!97 in other words, “inter- 
nationalism was seen as a broad militant solidarity of the proletariat in all coun- 
tries to fulfill the ideals of socialism and in no way as a cancelling out of the 
particular national features or independence of action of the socialist parties in 
each country. The Romanian socialists understood the existence of the perfect com- 
patability between the national and international in the struggle for socialism and 
communism. This idea is expressed in the documents of the socialist movement in 
Romania of these years in all its complexity. Thus, coming out unreservedly for the 
union of all Romanians in a single independent state, this being “a condition sine 


qua non for our future,” the Romanian socialists felt that "a decentralized people 108 


can never develop their particular national features for the good of all mankind," 
a thesis whose significance needs no commentary. At the same time the evaluation-- 
rather well disseminated in 1917-1918--was considered mistaken and "naive," accor dine 
to which the union of Romanians under the rule of the great empires with the "Kingdom 
of Romania” actually would mean an abdication from the principles of socialism, 








with the formula being taught being that of the world revolution and the Soviet re- 
public without borders. "The kingdom in its origin cannot be accepted by socialism 
even in principle,” it was stressed in a document of the Romanian Transylvanian so- 
cialists around the time of the union. But “thousands of arguments exist which claim 
the union of all Romanians” and only in a unified state, guiding the enerpies of 

the people at the national level, Romanian socialism which “has its own idea}. can 
immediately put it into practice when it has available the necessary force." 


As we know, acting in the spirit of this concept, the Romanian socialists participated 
actively in implementing the great act of the Union of 1 December 1918 in Alba Iulia. 
Once again, the documents of the Social Democratic Party Congress of Transylvania and 
Banat, held in January 1919 in Sibiu, stressed: "The congress finds that the union 
of the Romanian people in a single independent state is an historic need, based on 

the right for all peoples to have a free state of mind and Romanian social democ~acy, 
when it followed implementation of this ideal of Romanians everywhere, in no way ex- 
ceeded the principles established by the socialist international congress, which al- 
ways recognized the right of each cppressed nation which was divided under many foreign 
rulers to struggle first for its own independence."110 The self-determination of the 
Romanian nation and its union into a single independent national state, together with 
the self-determination of other oppressed nations in the big multinational empires 

as was natural was considered not only a legal phenomenon but also a component part, 

a necessary stage in the struggle of the working class and the socialist parties for 
the triumph of the principies of socialism. "The socialist party of Romania,” the 
Declaration of 13 February 1919 points out, “appeals to all the proletarian and so- 
cialist forces in Bessarabia, Bucovina and Transylvania for their unification, form- 
ing a single socialist bloc, a single proletarian party which will lead forward the 
struggle of the working class of the new Romania toward achievement of its socialist 
ideal of freedom from under the bourgeois-capitalist oppression. Today's new Romania 
must become the socialist Romania of tomorrow."!11 


These ideas expressed in the program documents of the Romanian socialists in 1916-1919 
were in agreement with the natural evolution of society and with the big changes which 
were being produced at the sociopolitical plevel in the period of the proletariat's as- 
sertion as the most revolutionary force in society, in the period when the national 
problem had become the most ardent problem in the multinational empires. The truths 
expressed by them were in keeping with the historical progress of society, just as 
denial of the principle of self-determination up to the separation of the oppressed 
nations and propagation of a borderless state--that “complex of sensations without 
matter,” as Lenin called it--were the deliberate denial of certain striking realities. 


As I asserted earlier, the various theses in circulation regarding the so-called econo- 
mic and political unity of the former dualist empire and the “historical error” of 
destroying it, regarding the “world revolution" and the “borderless"™ statesregarding 
subordination of the people's national liberation to carrying out the socialist "world 
revolution,” and so forth, with their many political-idenlogical ramifications, are 
links in a single conclusion, that is, the states in central and southeastern Europe 
are artificial* creations of the Paris peace treaties of 1919-1920, a conclusion which 
results logically from the failure to recognize the legitimacy of the acts of national 
self-determination of 1918 and establishment of unified, sovereign and independent 
states. I shall dwell briefly in the following on some of the aspects of this question. 


Proceeding from the idea that World War I in its totality was an imperialist war on 
the part of all the warring sides, the historian V. N. Vinogradov states unequivaoally: 
"The nature of Romania's participation in World War I and its goals were determined 
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not by the Romanians of the “old kingdom" to unite as well as those from Trans- 
sylvania but by the line of bourgeois~landower gligarchy which wrapped the most 

bold and gross conquest in the national flag,” 12 and this “conquest” of territor- 
ies, the author points out, “was directed toward the four cardinal poinrs."113 

And V. N. Vinogradov's conclusion is as follows: "In Versailles, Saint Germain, 
Trianon and Neuvilly, the representatives of the Romanian government signed treaties 
with Germany, Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria at the victors’ table, treaties which 
nearly doubled the state's territorial area ."114 Other historians, who dwell on 

the “conquering intentions” of Romania with regard to Transylvania, Banat and Buco- 
vina, treat the problem of establishment of the unified Romanian national state in 
the same view. ll>as Referring expressly to the Trianon peace treaty, Istvan Pinter 
considered it “an unjust, imperialist peace” and this was “because it made impor- 

tant concessions to the greed ef the bourgeoisie which had come to power in the new 
neighboring national states."! Historian Frank 2witter. also selecting the thesis 
that the states in central and southeastern Europe were the result of the imperialist 
world war of 1914-1918, however, also makes as bizarre a “completion” as possible: 

"In general, however, the results of World War I, were vet another victory for the 
ahistorical (“unhistorische™) peop}gs. Clearly, he feels that the Austrians and Hun- 
garians are “historical” peoples. In turn, Maria Ormos, in an ther recent study, 
picking up the theses we already have referred to, gives the just national claims of 
the peoples hardly liberated from under the rule of the dualist monarchy the qualifi- 
cation of “nationalist imperialism" and he feels that in Paris, these small “imperial- 
ist" states succeeded in obtaining at least partially the satisfaction of their ter- 
ritorial claims “in the name of anti-Bolshevism and defense of democracy."!18 Magda 
Adam, taking the same position, adds that the peace of Trianon"codified the claims 
based on economic and strategic interests of the bourgeoisie of the successoral states 
which deviated from the national principle propagated in Paris," while the borders of 
Trainon, in the author's opinion, “became the source for grave contradictions between 
Hungary and the successoral states."119 Istvan Dioszegi feels that with regard to %- 
rania of 1918 one cannot admit the thesis to which “historiography and politics” re- 
sorted, that is, “reunification of Romanian territories"; Romania as well as the other 
neighboring states in the zone, he maintains, were the result of the “policy of force 
of the victors and of unchained nationalism.” The conclusion he comes to is that 

“the system of bourgeois national states, after four years of bloodshed, could only 
promise the start to a new period of violence."!20 


Although small in number, historians like the ones mentioned above maintain the his- 
torical and political absurdity which, far from being able to argue them scientifical- 
ly, they place into circulation either with historical falsehoods or with philosophi- 
cal-political speculations or with deliberate ignoring of certain all too well-known 
facts. 


For example, the thesis on the “imperialist" nature of Romania's participation in World 
War I is a deliberate historical falsehood, because: 


Romania declared war only on Austro-Hungary, from whom it was claiming its national 


territories--Transylvania, Bucovina, Banat, Maramures, Crisana, the territories inhab- 
ited by Romanians; 


The strategic concept and military war plans of the Romanian army were completely 
subordinate to the political poal of the entry into the war; liberation of the Roman- 
ian territories ruled by Austria and Hungary; the same nature of participation in the 
war--liberation of the territories inhabited by Romanians--was even preserved when 
the offense was taken up again in November 1918; 
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The decision to liberate these territories was taken even in the summer of 1914 and 
not following " maneuvering besyeen various groupings of the big imperialist powers,” 
siding with the most powerful ; far from being a cabinet decision, this decision 
answered a desire of the entire nation, while the struggle to reunite the country 

was led by all the Romanian pepple on both sides of the Carpathians; 


Romania's entrance into the struggle in August 1916 was made following ultimative 
pressvres from Russia and France due to the precarious situation of the allied armies; 


Romania's military defection and occupation of the greatest portion of the national 
territory by the armies of the central powers were due to the failure of France, ®us- 
sia and England to respect the commitments made through the treaties with Romania in 
the summer of 1916; ‘t would be interesting to know how the tsarist army “saved 
Romania from being crushed during those days."122 Lenin, for example, referring pre- 
cisely to “those days" at the end of 1916 and start of 1917 when the tsar and the 
Germanophile party around him were heading for a separate peace with Germany, wrote 
about the reasoning behind this kind of separate peace from the viewpoint of the in- 
terests of tsarist imperialism: “If ‘we’ rum after too big a spoils in Europe, we 
risk completely exhausting’our’ military resources and not get almost anything in Eur- 
ope and lose the opportunity to get what is ‘ours ' in Asia--that is how tsarism rea- 
sons and it reasons correctly from the viewpoint of imperialist interests." "If we 
have no way of taking more in Europe, even after the rally of Romania and Greece 

(from whom ‘we’ took what we could), at least let us take what we can! England cannot 
give ‘us’ anything now. — would give us back Kurlanda and part of Poland, and, 
undoubtedly, eastern Galicia."123 and, referring directly to Romania's place in the 
relations between the two kingdoms, Lenin felt it was justified to assert that they 
would divide Romania, Galicia and Armenia between them: "One cannot know if such a 
conversation took place or not,” Lenin wrote on 31 January 1917. It is important that 
matters evolve precisely in this direction. If the tsar did not remain convinced of 
the arguments of the German diplomats, in exchange the ‘arguments’ of Mackensen's army 
in Romania should have had a more convincing effect. Regarding the plan to divide Ro- 
mania between Russia and the ‘quadruple alliance’ (that is, the allies of Germany, 
Austria and Bulgaria), there is direct talk of this ‘sn the German imperialist press. "124 


In V. N. Vinogradov's opinion, Romania's "sal vation” from destruction lay in these 
imperial plans to divide Romania , about which Lenin spoke and toward which innumer- 
able facts from “those days” converge. I feel that it still has not been stressed 
enough that the salvation then was the job of the Romanian people themselves, the hero- 
ism of millions of people, known and unknown, of political firmness and diplomatic 
ability. As many other times in their history, the Romanians saved the existence of 
their state and took action through all means to free their country. 


The thesis according to which Romania--a unified national and independent state--was 
a creation of the 1919-1920 peace treaties and that it was comprised of “foreign” 


territories obtained through military conquest also is an historical falsehood, be- 
cause: 


Self-determination up to the separation from the old state formations and union with 
the country of the provinces inhabited by Romania was carried out in 1918 by plebis- 
cite acts representing the will and decision of the Romanian nation; these decisions 
for union were merely ratified by the Romanian government; 


The decisions for union with the country expressly specified the ethnic borders of 


reunited Romania; these borders in general lines were maintained and confirmed through 
the peace treaties. 
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So it is clear that the decisions made by 17 millionpeople to live in a single 
independent country, decisions sanctioned by the country's legal government and 
recognized by the international peace conference in Paris have nothing in common with 
the acts of force, imperialism and annexation, but are precisely counter to then. 


Finally, the thesis according to which establishment of the states in central and 
southeastern Europe meant the victory of the “ahistorical” peoples, in our opinion, 

is much more than an historical falsehocd; here we are facing a total ignorance of 
history itself. By what criteria can peoples be divided into “historical” and "“ah‘s- 
torical?” The strict meaning of the term would determine peoples “with” history and 
peoples “without” history, which becomes absurd; the Romanians, for example, are 

the most ancient people in the places where, just a thousand years ago, the Hungarian 
tribes led by Arpad settled, a fact stated in all the encyclopedias. The supporter of 
the formula mentioned, however, has something else in mind, that is, that which impro- 
perly is called “historical" in the sense that the territories which the “ahistorical” 
peoples established for their own states in 1918 belonged to old “historical” Hungary 
and just as “historical” Austria through “historical tradition.” In place of any other 
commentary, we shall print a portion of a speech entitled "Order in Thought,” deliv- 
ered by Nicolae Titulescu in Bratislava in June 1937: "Finally, what is this so-called 
historical right? It is a theft sanctioned by time.” I would just add that the "“his- 
torical right,” a concept circulated a lot in the two decades between the first and 
second world wars had a multitude of derivatives as “historic mission," civilizing 
mission,” going right up to the theory of superior races end inferior races with all 
the cortege of political-social implications; on another level, we know very well the 
conceots of an arbitrary division of states into states with “gereral interests” and 
states with “limited interests," the security of the big powers and of the small pow- 
ers and so forth, with all these being in open conflict with the principles of inter- 
national right, with democratic rights and freedoms. Revitalization of the theory of 
"historic right" in the era of the unprecedented wave of people's liberation on all 
continents, of assertion of small and medium-sized states in international life, with 
the majority having obtained independence recently, no longer are a matter of “spe- 
ciality.” This theory purely and simply is inadmissible, a residue of times which 
history for good. 





The question is correctly posed of who is served today by cultivating the nostalgia 

of the centuries of Austro-Hungarian imperial domination over other peoples. P®ealitv 
shows that precisely under the conditions of freedom and equality for peoples of the 
world--including for those in southeastern Europe--can progress along the oath of 
civilization, well-being, while international solidarity--with its required attribute 
of respect for the individuality of each people and of their independence and sovereign- 
ty--is translated not only in the mutual aid in the struggle for progress and peace, 

but represents a broad base for multilateral cooperation among the progressive forces 
all over the world. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


GRBIC ASKS WHY LAWS NOT OBEYED 
Zagreb VJESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 12 Sep 81 SEDAM DANA Supplement p 6 


[Interview with Cedo Grbic, president of the Constitutional Court of Croatia, by 
Vlado Rajic: “The System Needs To Be Reexamined"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] If the conclusion is valid that a large portion of the troubles we have 
are caused by the already proverbial lawbreaking, then it is strange that it 
should be so difficult to answer the question: Who is it who is not obeying the 
law? Following the step of logic and being careful not to generalize, it fol- 
lows that “some people" are not abiding by laws. Who are these “some™ (that is, 
not all) who by ignoring the law are causing troubles for the entire community? 
And, if these “some” constitute a minority, then why are there so many problems 
because of a minority? 


Self-management acts, self-management accords and social compacts, the resolu- 
tions of party congresses, meetings of self-managers and worker caucuses, and 
the decisions of workers’ councils ... these are a step further than laws (if 
the latter are regarded as a part of the mechanism of government coercion). 
These self-management statutes, if we can call them that, did not come about as 
a consequence of the functioning of the government apparatus, but are presumably 
an expression of the will, the interests and the commitments of those who 
drafted those standards. But we are not abiding by them either? 


We talked with Cedo Grbic, president of the Constitutional Court of Croatia, 
about these two dilemmas. 


[Question] I am taking the first question from numerous resolutions and guide- 
lines we have adopted: Why is there such a gap between what has been put down 
on paper and reality, between the legal norms or those of self-management and 
their implementation? 


[Answer] 1 would issue an immediate caution, we do have laws and legally bind- 
ing measures which are in force, especially in the field of economic policy. 

For instance, enforcement of regulations and the measures set forth which burden 
the income of organizations of associated labor, norms which fix contributions, 
taxes and similar payments, is especially effective. On a broader basis than 
that, colleccions which the banks make on the basis of credit arrangements with 
business are also effective. Consequently, there are two different situations 





in which we should examine and evaluate enforcement of norms. The first is that 
which is stated, and the other situation is the one in which there is no effec- 
tiveness. Concerning this latter we should be mindful of the fact that every 
norm, aside from setting forth and regulating a constructive social relation- 
ship, is oriented toward solutions which alter particular socioeconomic rela- 
tions. This is where the gap between the norm and actual practice is most ob- 
vious, especially with respect to fulfillment of the requirements of the consti- 
tution and the Law on Associated Labor concerning the realization and distribu- 
tion of income on the basis of joint income. It is with this idea that the 
credit relations and the banking system are to be superseded and the influence 
of the working class on expanded reproduction established. But the opposite has 
happened: The economy's share in financing expanded reproduction dropped from 
40 percent in 1966 to only 35 percent in the last medium-term planning period. 
It is for that reason that the forms of linkage and pooling are making slow 
progress, and it is also evidenced in the fact that joint revenues represent 
only 9 percent of gross income, and the share of joint income is only 0.2 per- 
cent of total income. 


Forces Offering Resistance 


[Question] Do you say that about the centers of alienated power, as we like to 
call them, which have been mentioned so many times, or about a concrete distri- 
bution of forces in society in which certain people are responsible for making 
decisions and others for carrying them out? 


[Answer] Call it what you like, the fact still remains that the old socioceco- 
nomic relations are stronger than many of the arrangements set forth in the con- 
stitution and the Law on Associated Labor, that they stand in opposition to es- 
tablishment of the relations which they have proclaimed. We thus come to a real 
topic for reflection: Has this principle proclaimed in the constitution and the 
Law on Associated Labor been well stated, with accuracy and precision? Does it 
not leave some ambiguity, an empty space which is then filled by those who are 
better suited by the old system? It is obvious that the system needs to be re- 
examined; by the way, why shouldn't it be, we are a developing society. In so 
doing we should make a distinction and we should accept and build on what we 
have already implemented, for example, the conception of the organization of as- 
sociated labor which has by and large been implemented, and we should insist on 
a change of relations in those processes which have not yet even begun. 


[Question] It is a well-known case of thesis [and antithesis]. On the one hand 
there is the assertion that we have a “good system which should be implemented,” 
and in response the other assertion: "a system is not good when for such a long 
time it is not implemented." 


[Answer] In my opinion there is no dilemma about whether the system is good or 
bad. Posing that dilemma needs clarification. The essential thing is whether 
some institution that has been sketched out is inapplicable because it has not 
been realistically examined in particular social relations or, on the other 
hand, because the problem lies in the socioeconomic relations and the forces 
that operate through them. The problem, then, lies in the forces which resist 
every change which takes away their power and in the excessively slow 
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construction of the system, both of which, parallel to ome another, are frus- 


trating implementation of the institutions of self-management as they have been 
outlined. 


[Question] The thesis that construction of the system needs to be completed is 
something that can be debated. After all, completion of construction of the 
system is something that can be accomplished only if there is a different lineup 
of those forces you speak about. Shouldn't we first of all change that balance 
of power? What I mean is this: If we take the resistance offered by power cen- 
ters as the reality, and nonimplementation of norms as its parallel, then we end 
up with a closed circle. These forces are at the moment, you say, stronger than 
the constitution aud the Law on Associated Labor, and the constitution and the 


Law on Associated Labor ought to be supplemented so that those forces are not so 
strong. 


[Answer] It is true that that parallel does @Zist in our system, the simultane- 
ous shovdown with the old and construction of the new, will not be successful so 
long as the status of the workers and their influence are blocked along many 
lines. We all know that the decisions about certain essential issues of this 
society are made outside the working class, and there is no need to reiterate 
that one essential issue, the realization and distribution of income, is not in 
the hands of the workers. This then would be the main reason why so many things 
bypass the system, and it is feared that the gap between the constitution and 
practice is greatest. 


Protection of Self-Management 


[Question] There are many opponents who frequent amendment of the constitution. 
Opponents, that is, of that process which we have long ago adopted as the way to 
complete construction of the system. For those who do not think that amending 
the constitution is a sign of weakness the real question is this: If we spend 
so much time putting finishing touches on the constitution, why is it that we do 
not read it? 


[Answer] Here again you are right, since we all sweer by the constitution, even 
those who are openly working against it. Of course, no one is going to say in 
public that he is against the constitution; he would then get caught in the 
cross winds of commitments, and he would be risking the power which he possesses 
today. It is therefore better to hide behind the proclamation, and behind it 
work on the creation of self-management and to determine how much self-manage- 
ment the working class can get. So long as our commitments to principle and 
provisions plle up, so long as declarations are more important to us than their 
implementation, our self-management will be optional, rigged and measured out in 
doses. This is made possible by the fundamental provisions of the constitution 
which are not being adequately implemented and are not being added to by prac- 
tice. If lengthy application and insistence on addition to the provisions of 
the constitution do not alter relations, then the constitution ought to be 
chaneed 


[Question] You mentioned awhile ago decisionmaking, referring to it as a form 
without content. Does it seem to you that the entire matter of evading laws and 








other regulations, even self-management norms, lies in the simple fact that de- 
cisionmaking is precisely a form without content? And, if that is the case, 
what is it that obliges me to abide by norms, decisions and declarations? Be- 
cause there are so many of them? 


[Answer] There is criticism in numerous quarters to the effect that we have too 
many regulations, too many laws, and especially too many economic policy meas- 
ures which strike deep into business life. What I would call this sort of trust 
in the government, this confidence in the reach of government norms, is indica- 
tive of a weakness of self-management, of the insufficient strength of self-man- 
agement institutions, which by virtue of their own strength ought to be regulat- 
ing social and economic relations. And when we already have so many government 
measures, then we ought to speak about elements of state socialism in our coun- 
try. And that calls for changes in the system, changes that I would think of in 
terms of a mechanism to protect self-management. The purpose of that mechanism 
would be to prevent the government from intervening without very good reason in 
the relations of self-management and other relations. 


[Question] If what you say is so, then all this time we have been building a 
dual system, self-management as an exhibit, and the government for specific 
business. 


[Answer] It seems to me that even we have not been bypassed by the influence of 
what is an almost worldwide process of stronger government. All systems are go- 
ing toward government regulation when new relations lack internal strength. And 
the relations in society are increasingly complex, so that strengthening of the 
government is becoming an objective fact. This is the case even in our country, 
and we should reject the illusion that the state will soon wither away. It is 
our great ambition to establish the socialist relations of self-management, 
whose strength must replace the role of the government. For this to happen so- 
cial contradictions need to be resolved through self-management, and not with 
the help of the government. And that is the thing that is out of tune in our 
system. Contradictions exist, we feel them, and we often react in such a way 
that by uncontrolled pressure we demand rapid rescue measures and laws. All 
those urgent measures, and during the time of stabilization we have had a great 
many of them, do not demonstrate the effectiveness of the system, but rather its 
weakness. And every time there is criticism to the effect that laws are being 
enacted slowly, those people emerge who favor government intervention. Do I 
have to cite examples of the laws which we have adopted in haste, and then 3 
days later they prove to be bad ones. And then in their haste the delegates are 
in a situation where they just raise their hands and pass a law or some measure. 
Here again there is neither self-management, nor the delegate system, nor ulti- 
mately even enforcement of the regulations. 


Who Is the Government? 
[Question] You are always speaking about the state, the government. Who is the 


government? That is, when we say the government, isn't there something else 
hiding behind that. The struggle for power, for example? 
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[Answer] I think that that is not the essence. Just look at how many declara- 
tions we have from party, self-management, trade union and all other gatherings. 
Let us look at how all these gatherings abide by the basic commitments of the 
constitution and laws in their declarations. But why do we not implement the 
resolutions of those gatherings? Obviously, declarative support alone is not 
sufficient for implementing the propositions of the constitution. Something 
concrete is needed, needed, moreover, in two directions. First, those things 
that are no good, which hold back and interfere, those things that should be 
changed and supplemented. Second, ideological action, above all by the League 
of Communists, must be more concrete, more precise; it must not consist of mere 
repetition of commitments and nothing more than that. That is why the work of 
primary organizations of the party, the trade unions and other sociopolitical 
organizaticns is swamped in generality. 


[Question] Now that we have “dropped down” to the base, let us also discuss the 
plans of OOUR's [basic organization of associated labor] for a moment. Aren't 
these plans a matter of the commitment of the workers on behalf of their prog- 
ress, their development, and so on. Yet even these plans, even though they 
stand as a law governing behavior, establish guidelines, and so on, remain only 
words on paper? 


[Answer] I do not think that a plan is a law. As soon as one says that, then 
the conception is already the conception of state socialism. The plan ought to 
be a social compact concerning development, a self-management decision of all 
those involved in the plan (but this we have not achieved). Today our plans are 
a mixture of the desires of the self-managers and the government with respect to 
future development. It is our obligation to build the system of self-management 
planning as soon as possible, and that system presupposes strictness in fulfill- 
ment. 


[Question] We have not understood one another. When I said that the plan ought 
to be a law, I was thinking of our custom of frequently debating a decision, 
even after it has been adopted, while up to that point we behave toward that 
same decision as someone else's job. What I mean is that we have therefore al- 
together forgotten work discipline: That is why nonfulfillment of plans is a 
consequence of formal decisionmaking and informal implementation. 


[Answer] Today's plans, I agree, are so much a matter of principle and general- 
ities that they do not convey a sense of having to be fulfilled. Who has ever 
been called to account for failure to fulfill the plan? But the essential ques- 
tion is how to arrive at a self-management plan? 


[Question] As you have said, the way it is people in working organizations can 
have a clear conscience, even when they have not fulfilled the plan. 


[Answer] The adoption of plans is not exclusively the concern of the workers, 
at least not at present, nor do the workers always know what the plan is all 
about. It would be another matter if the workers had occasion to consciously 
participate in drafting them, if the specialized staff services did not create 
the policy, but only assured the conditions for better information, for substan- 
tiating particular proposals, and alternatives. 








The Pattern of Behavior of State Socialism 


[Question] The worker is not incompetent (if one can speak at all about inca- 
pacity) so that he cannot make decisions on his own. The public debate of the 
Social Compact on Income, for example, “dredged up” about 2,000 proposals, sug- 
gestions, points of criticism and amendments for the proposed compact. And in a 
meeting of the commission which was working on it I heard the objection that 
very, very few of those suggestions were honored. 


[Answer] That is, of course, an incomprehensible procedure. As for public de- 
bates about a new legislative bill, I know that the procedure is the opposite of 
the one in your example. Even the poor and tendentious proposals have to be ex- 
amined, since they also are indicative of the field which the law is supposed to 
reguiate. 


[Question] Let me just clarify; objections are often made to the effect that 
public debates are lukewarm, and the attitude toward the suggestions of workers 
and individuals in previous debates is forgotten. So if a man is ignored in the 
public debate, then he will also ignore the “product” of that debate. 


[Answer] Here we are talking about outright usurpation of small groups, of a 
breakdown of the delegate system, of getting around the laws, etc. 


[Question] Let us go back up a little from the base. This summer the delegate 
system was "on vacation,” and the administration was minding the store. Is 
there room for the judgment that the emergency measures that were adopted this 
summer might have been enacted even earlier in the debate with the delegate as- 
semblies, since the things they were supposed to influence did not spring up 
yesterday? 


[Answer] That issue of the so-called emergency measures is in any case a very 
important one. Our administrative agencies are too little concerned with the 
problems of implementing policy, which is their principal job and the one for 
which they bear greatest responsibility. And the harsher the public demand that 
they do so, the more they turn toward the problem of development policy and its 
formulation. That, of course, is not their job. Were we see the influence of 
state socialism, which I have already discussed. However, the problem of en- 
forcing the laws, of implementing the postulates of the system, and so on, is 
also a matter of the activity of sociopolitical organizations and communities, 
which are also too little concerned with this. If the approach were different, 
then there would be no need for us to talk about nonenforcement of laws, self- 
management legislation, the resolutions of political gatherings, and so on; at 
any particular moment we would know what is not working and should be changed 
and which things should be persisted in. 


Enforcement of laws, accords and compacts, resolutions and proclamations, to be 
sure, is a matter of the conscience of every individual, but sincerely this is 
also everyone's job duty, from the basic organization of associated labor to the 
government administration. 
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SERBIAN SELF-MANACEMENT DEFENDER INTERVIEWED 
Belgrade ZUM REPORTER in Serbo-Croatian No 787, 30 Jul 81 pp 20-23 


[Interview with Milovan Dinic, public defender of self-management law in the Re- 
public of Serbia, by Branko Vukovic in Belgrade: “Thieves With a Cover"; date 
not specified] 


[Text] “Not long ago a university professor from here in Belgrade came in. His 
school at the university was refusing to put him on the waiting list for alloca- 
tion of apartments, and the professor was seeking my intervention. But they had 
not put him on the list because until recently he had an apartment. In the 
meantime he has been divorced and wants a new apartment.... The school has al- 
ready drawn up its waiting list, but this fellow did everything for them to put 
him on the list immediately, to treat him not as an individual with an apart- 
ment, but as someone without housing. And it is only logical that I had to tell 
him: ‘You know what, it is your right to get divorced and remarried, but a cer- 
tain cime has to pass for that altered situation, and then you can apply for a 
new apartment." The professor, of course, went away mad.” 


This conversation with the impatient professor was only one of many similar con- 
versations which Milovan Dinic, republic public defender of self-management lav, 
has every day. A variety of people in distress knock on the door of his office, 
people who have knocked on many doors in their quest for justice. And they all 
expect that it is Milovan Dinic that will resolve “their case” once and for all. 


There are thousands of such “cases.” As a rule they are very complicated, so 
that it ‘c by no means easy to “cut through” the matter and find a fair rolu- 
tion. After all, people can develop very bad blood, especially when their per- 
sonal interest is at stake. Thus many of these cases can easily be put under 
the heading “Believe it or not.” 


Why the Public Defender of Self-Management Law Exists 


It is the task of the public defender of self-management law to protect the 
self-management rights of the workers and social property. His job is a respon- 
sible one and by no means easy.... This institution of ours is a relatively 
young one, and there has been quite a bit of misunderstanding and resistance, 
especially at the outset. Certain responsible comrades were not enthusiastic 
about the idea of having alongside them an official entity that would be “fer- 
reting about,” presenting embarrassing matters and “making problems...." You 








know, mo one wants to be constancly monitored in his work, to have someone exan- 
ine his acts, and moreover take steps against his as vell. 


[Question] It is said that you have rather broad powers? 


[Answer] There has been talk about that recently, when we were preparing amend- 
ments of the federal constitution and the constitutions of the republics and 
provinces. There have been attempts, isolated ones to be sure, to have certain 
arrangements reevaluated. Along the line of whether excessive powers had not 
been granted to public defenders of self-management law, whether they hadn't 
been set up a8 a power outside our system, and so on. The judgment is that 
these objections are not valid, that there is no need to amend the provisions of 
the constitution on the public defender of self-management law. 


[Question] Your interventions are more of a political nature than legal? 


[Answer] The steps which we take are free of the usual formalities. When ve 

spot some irregularity, we first give notice, we go to the organization of asso- 

ciated iabor for a talk, we give advice on solving the problem that has arisen. 

There is no danger that we are usurping someone's rights in this, since we have 

no power to impose penalties. For example, we cannot go to the OUR [organiza- 

tion of associated labor] and say: “Comrades, you were wrong when you allocated . 
that apartment to Marko, you have to make a decision to allocate the apartment * 
to Janko, and we are penalizing you so much and so auch." The public defender 

of self-management law does not have that power. But he can advise the OUR tha‘ 

its workers are appealing to him frequently and that it should be more sindful 

of this. He can point ouc that the regulation and distribution is not in con- 

formity with the law and that it should be amended and supplemented, and so on. 


Which means that we first take steps to resolve the matter within the OUR, we 
join with comrades from the OUR in seeking solutions, and only when we fail in 
this do ve use legal means. By contrast with us, law enforcement agencies or 
the courts, for instance, are unable to say: “Comrades, your worker Petar 
Petrovic has stolen so much and so much, ask him to return the money...." 1 
have simplified it a bit, but these are certain specific features of the activ- 
ity of the public defender of self-management law. 


Now You See Him, Now You Don't! 


[Question] You have been active for 7 years now. Can it be said that you have 
fully established yourself as an institution? 


[Answer] At the beginning many people did not even know about it. Bven certain 
of the high officials asked me: “What is this public defender of sel f-manage- 
ment law, what is it you really do?" Some people were unable to remember the 
title.... 


Today matters are different. Most people know what the public defender of self- 
management law does, how and how much he can help. At the beginning of last 
year the Federal Assembly also issued a favorable assessment of our work. And 
then, as far as | know, there is not a single opstina assembly which has 
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complained about the work of the public defender of self-management law. But it 
is not ay job to evaluate whether and to what extent public defenders of self- 
management law have established themselves. We recently wrote a report on our 
work, which will be examined in the fall by the Serbian Assembly. That will 
give the best insight into what and how such the public defenders of sel f-man- 
agement law have achieved. 


[Question] You have been fairly  .it-critical in that report? 


[Answer] That is to be expected. Not all public defenders of self-management 
law have had the same performance. As everywhere, we also have those with good 
performance and those with poor performance. That is why we openly said in that 
report that there had been oversights, that we had not all been equally commit- 
ted to protecting self-management rights and social property. The great major- 
ity of public defenders of self-management law have been and are performing 
their function conscientiously--especially in Belgrade and certain other towns-- 
but there have also been some who have simply spent a certain time in the job-- 
without any noticeable results. 


[Question] In some opstinas there has not been a public defender of self-man- 
agement law even after 7 years?! 


[Answer] Yes, unfortunately, some have still not appointed a public defender of 
self-management law. These are the opstinas of Knic, Cicevac and Rekovac. In 
Golubac and Sjenica they did so only at the beginning of this year. I therefore 
put a frank question: Who gives those opstinas the right not to have a public 
defender of self-management law even when 7 years have passed since this insti- 
tution was created by the constitution? 


However, there is a greater problem. There are a number of opstinas where the 
public defender of self-management law has left his position, has been dis- 
missed, has been assigned to other work, and a new person has been appointed to 
replace him. In other words, as the saying goes, now you see him, now you 
don't! Raca Kragujevacka, for instance, has not had a public defender of self- 
management law for 4 years now. In Krusevac the public defender of self-manage- 
ment law retired all of a year ago, a bit embittered after an awkward article 
about his personal income, and a new public defender of self-management law has 
not been appointed to replace him. The public defender of self-management law 
from Tretenik was appointed my deputy more than a year ago, and there is none 
there. In Varvarin they named the public prosecutor public defender of self- 
management law, so that in effect they dic away with the post of public defender 
of self-management law. Recently this has also been done in Batocina: after 
the key official for the economy was arrested, they immediately appoirted the 
public defender of self-management law to his position, but that left them with- 
out the public detender. We therefore are inclined to ask: what is the situa- 
tion of those workers who until yesterday had a public defender of sel f-manage- 
ment law, but today do not? 


Let us be clear: I am not against public defenders of self-management law mov- 
ing to new positions even before the end of their term of office. But what I 
cannot understand in this personnel policy of ours, is that a new individual is 








not “produced by the personnel system,” if I can put it that way, to fill that 
vacancy. That is impermissibie! 


They Are Glad To Leave 
[Question] Those who left were not very sorry to go? 


[Answer] Unfortunately, ~ sizable portion could hardly wait to leave that posi- 
tion. And when you talk to thes about this, all of them emphasize difficulties 
and numerous problems in their work. Beginning with the fact that this is a 
relatively new job, inadequately defined and practiced, and beyond that we are 
still building up the method of our activity, and going all the way to pressures 
and lack of understanding on the part of various official structures. 


One of the first of the public defenders of self-management law, who took up 
this position enthusiastically, told me later when he was assigned to the post 
of director of the Social Accounting Service: “I am glad to go, since there I 
have a staff, I have staff service, I have people who do their job, and I am not 
directly responsible for anything. Here I am alone, as a practical matter I 
have no one to work with.” Another public defender of self-management law has 
told me: “I am in a position here to turn people against me more and more, and 
I don’t know how I will get along afterwards. I am not afraid, now, but when ay 
term of office is over.... It is therefore better to leave when a good chance 
offers itself.” 


[Question] Which means that something must be changed in personnel policy? 


[Anewer] That is clear, since this personnel turnover is not gooc. I am espe- 
clally against any promotion to a better job when he has not produced at all in 
this position. Though it turns owt that this was some kind of place created for 
him, a place to bide his time awhile and wait for better days. One public de- 
fender of self-management law spent 3 years in the post in that way, and we do 
not know of a single case he followed through on. After that he left for a 
higher position! Another left the position of public defender of sel f-manage- 
ment law to take an important high administrative post in the region, and only 
when the new public defender of self-management law came in did we establish 
that there was no documentation whatsoever on the work of his predecessor during 
the previous 3 years! So we see that he took it easy, prepared for his master's 
degree and waited for his moment.... These are, of course, exceptions. There 
are far more public defenders of self-management law who have affirmed ther- 
selves, who have gained a reputation and who have gone to better positions. 


[Question] Have some been replaced? 


[Answer] Over the last 2 years 30 percent of the public defenders of self-man- 
agement law have left before the end of their term of office. Only one was dis- 
missed against his will, the others left to fill vacancies. 








Two Public Defenders of Self-Management Law--Two Opinions 


[Question] A moment ago you mentioned pressures on public defenders of self- 
@anagement law. Who is exerting these pressures, and why? 


[Answer] The pressures come mainly from failure to understand the nature of 
this post. When the public defender of self-management law was established, the 
principal idea was actually for it to be an independent public encity. It 
therefore was strongly emphasized in both the cocstitution and in law that the 
public defender of self-management law was an independent body of the social 
community.... 


[Question] And not a body of the opstina.... 


[Answer] ... And not a body of the particular opstina and so on. However, in 
practice this has sometimes not been the case. For example, in some places peo- 
ple have understood from the fact that the opstina assembly appoints the public 
defender of self-management law and furnishes the funds for his work, that he is 
a body of that opstina, and not a body of the social community as a whole. The 
public defender of self-management law is therefore called upon to act solely 
from the positions of that opstina, to neglect the general public interest. if 
public defenders of self-management law give in to that pressure, then we have 
an absurd situation: two public defenders of self-management law have diametri- 
cally opposed views on the same issue! But that is unacceptable from the stand- 
point of our overall function. 


When the campaign was waged for certain components to withdraw from the Beograd 
Agricultural Combine, we found ourselves in an unpleasant situation. The public 
defender of self-management law and his deputy in Vreac argued persistently that 
components of the Beograd Agricultural Combine in that opstina should withdraw 
from the SOUR [complex organization of associated labor]. The public defenders 
of self-management law in Belgrade followed an altogether different line of ar- 
gument: that there was no real need for that withdrawal, that this amounted to 
enclosure within opstina boundaries, and so on. 


[Question] What other ways are pressures put on the public defenders of self- 
management law? 


[Anewer] There are a multitude of forms. For instance, in cases of what is re- 
ferred to as gainful misappropriation of funds, pressure is exerted on the pub- 
lic defender of self-management law not to take steps, because this was “good 
for the organization,” it “increased its income,” “this man put nothing in his 
own pocket,” and the like. Or the president of the opstina will telephone the 
public defender of self-management law: “Listen, buddy, why are you getting af- 
ter that organization of associated labor, don't you know that's where we get 
our living?” 


[Question] And when personnel, individuals, are involved? 


[Anewer] Then pressure is exerted on the public defender of self-management law 
not to “spoil” certain juggling of personnel involving particular individuals.... 








Recently we had a flagrant example in Belgrade. in one Belgrade opstina an of- 
ficial’s term of office had expired, and his friends in the opstine planned for 
him the post of assistant director in a large work organization. However, the 
public defender of self-management law found that such a job slot had not been 
envisaged in the bylaws, and he opposed the appointment of that official. Well, 
the entire political elite of the opstina immediately called him in for a talk, 
where the public defender of self-management law was sharply criticized. They 
tried to “comvince” his to change his opinion. Fortunately, the public defender 
of self-management law had the courage to resist the pressure resolutely, he did 
mot give in.... They had to look for another job for that official, who had al- 
ready been appointed to the position of assistant director. 


“He Makes the Workers Restless” 


[Question] Public defenders of self-management la frequently disturb “wasp 
nests,” they get into confrontations with influential people. What are the con- 
sequences” 


[Answer] It is not just a question of “wenp nests.” [t is more a question of 
powerful individuals occupying positions. By contrast with us, for example, the 
court is dealing with a person against whom proceedings have been instituted and 
charges filed. The prosecutor has in front of his a man who has been indicted, 
and so on. We are dealing with people in associated labor who occupy high posi- 
tions in the organization of associated labor, the self-mana, ing community of 
interest, or the sociopolitical community. And here, whether we file charges or 
want to learn something on our own initiative, it is not easy at all. These 
people, these influential individuals, are often very perfidious and subtle when 
they need to obstruct the public defender of self-management law. They try to 
discredit him publicly, they use aisinformation and slander, they pin labels on 
the public defender of self-management law and accuse him of “making the workers 
restless,” of “protecting slackers,” and the like. 


I will give you an example of the former director of the Hotel and Restaurant 
College in Belgrade. This man developed ~ encire system of misinformation 
about the public defender of self-management law. It is amazing the strings 
this man pulled to prevent intervention of the university committee, and it was 
& question how the public defender of self-management law would ultimately fare. 


A fresh example of that of the director of one of the OOUR's [basic organization 
of associated labor] in the cement factory in Paracin. This man also fabricated 
a wealth of lies, instituted a campaign, wrote letters everywhere.... 


We devote particular attention to this form of resistance and attack on public 
defenders of self-management law. We try to suppress them, though it is not 
easy. It is important to emphasize that this resistance is not waged by work- 
ere, but precisely by those against whose dehavior the public defenders of self- 
management law are taking steps. They want to frustrate the public defend.t of 
self-management law, to prevent him from raising “hot topics,” they want to di- 
vert him onto petty issues of no importance. Insofar as the public defender of 
self-ranagement is concerned vith these key and more difficult problem, then, 
to that extent he is exposed to a greater danger and greater risks.... 











Who is Protecting the Slackers 


[Question] What is the —— resson for workers to appeal to the public 
defender of selt -management ? 


|Anewer)] Over the lest 3 years we have ir*ervened most frequently because of 
violations of rights arising out cf the employment rela‘ion (hiring and termina- 
tion of employment, work assignment, pronouncemen!. of disciplinary measures, 
etc.). Then come probiems in the housing field, which are becoming more and 
more common. In third place are matters related tv distribution of personal in- 
comes. 


[Question] Are there frequent cases of efforts to get rid of workers who speak 
openly and critically? 


|Anewer!] There are, of course, such cases. Sometimes a person who has spoken 
critically about the problems in distribution of income is assigned to a poorer 
job or receives a disciplinary penalty. Sometimes the entire management struc 
ture plots against the worker, and this is difficult to stop and to protect the 
pereon. I am surprised that even his trade wnion organization usually wil. not 
come to his defense. WNot to mention the legal cervice! 


[Question] What view do they take in the workplace toward workers who appeal to 
the public defender of self-management law? 


[Answer] They do not look on his with sympathy! They usually say: “You didn't 
have to go there, we could have resolved this among ourselves.” Many workers 
say in their criticism that they have been persecuted, abused and punish i be- 
cause they sought our help. This is a disturbing phenomenon. 


[Question}) You are accused of protecting slackers. Recently we read in the pa- 
pers 4 stalement by a director to the effect that there was no point in trying 
te get rid of slackers, since the public defender of self-management law and the 
courts would reinstate hia. 


[Anewer] I do not believe that is the case. It is not true that the law, the 
courts and public defenders of self-management law are protecting slackers. 
However, it is true that there are quite a few slackers who escape responsibil- 
ity. Why? Usually for formal reasons. But since there is no content without 
form, we demand that the prescribed procedure be followed in the taking of 
steps. <A person cannot be fired without getting a hearing. Proceedings must be 
conducted, evidence gust be presented and the facts established. And then when 
the decision is made in the first instance, he gust be allowed to appeal. I am 
in favor of speeding up this procedure, but I don’t agree that it favors slack- 
eres. 


Habitual Litigente 


[\Question}) You also receive requests from people for whom nothing is ever 
right, for whom everyone is to blame and dishonest. How do you deal with them?’ 
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[Answer] Nearly 26 percent of the applications are unfounded. Then the public 
detender of self-management law does not intervene. I think that this is not a 
disturbing percentage, since it would be quite a situation if everyone who com- 
plained was right. Then our society would be a society of lawlessness. 


These unfounded petitions indicate that we are also dealing with slackers, with 
people who see only their own rights, but not their obligations, with habitual 
litigants. Some pecple indeed want to wangle something in a way that is unlaw- 
ful and contrary to self-management, using impermissible means and methods. 


This is typical in resolving housing issues and then with unjustified sick leave 
and the like. 


You have people who have complained to everyone all along the line and every- 
where they have lost. And now he thinks that the public defender of self-man- 
agement law is the one who can resolve the matter on his own--regardless of the 
decision of the court, regardless of the decision of the self-management body, 
regardless of the decision of the agency of the sociopolitical community. And 
when you explain to him that what he is doing makes no sense at all, he still 
does not lose heart: "I will go elsewhere, I will complain even about you!" 


What are we to do, go ahead and complain! Even public defenders of self-manage- 
ment law are not infallible.... 


[Question] Do you sometimes manage to convince them? 


[Answer] There was a man named Jovanovic from Vranje who listened tc me. For 6 
years he had a dispute with the cotton combine. He went to the federal public 
prosecutor, and even there he did not win support. Then he came to me. We 
talked as one comrade to another. I told him: “Give it up, man, calm down, 
there are no grounds for intervention.” He listened to me and gave it up. I 
have heard that he is doing good work now. 


There is one man I am trying to convince right now. He has married twice, twice 
he has obtained an apartment. Now he has married again, again he wants a new 
apartment. His reasoning is this: "A new wife--a new apartment!” 


[Question] One gets the impression that not a single apartment can be allocated 
without intervention from the court and the public defender of self-management 
law. 


[Answer] There are a great many of these disputes. And the problems which 
irise in this aré ire numerous. There are few apartments, there are many more 
ipplicants. Oft« the apartments are allocated under the influence of individu- 
als or groups. in some places apartments are allocated, but self-management 
acts have not been adopted at all. There are many errors, oversights and abuses 
by those seeking apartmente. It is not a rare thing for a father to give his 
apartment to his son and then to apply for a job as a person who does not have 
an apartment. Family households are fictitiously divided up, there are di- 
vorces, and so on. All this results in a large number of disputes and interven- 
tion by the courts and the public defenders of self-management law. 





fhe Limits of Avarice 


[Question] Recently flagrant attacks on social property have become more fre- 
quent. The scandals in Beograd Engineering, the Rakovica Opstina Assembly, and 
certain self-managing communities of interest.... How do you explain that? 


[Answer] Social property, especially in certain spheres, is seriously threat- 
ened. The mechanism for protecting social property is not functioning well. We 
therefore constantly have cases of very bold attacks on social property. You 
mentioned the self-managing communities of interest. I honestly cannot give you 
a single example where workers’ control in some self-managing community of in- 
terest has taken measures or has made a name for itself in protecting social 
property. But it is here that there is the greatest iilegality and the largest 
number of “cases.” 


[Question] The delegate system seems not to be functioning at all in this area? 


[Answer] Enormous assets of society are concentrated in the self-managing conm- 
munities of interest, and the secretaries and staff services have the decisive 
role in spending them. Their behavior, the quality of their work, the size of 
the staff, and so on, indicate that the self-managing communities of interest 
are becoming more and more alienated centers of power over which the workers 
cannot exert an influence. Nevertheless, the establishment of new self-managing 
communities of interest is being proposed, though there is no real need for 
them. 


[Question] We asked you ... 


[Answer}) Yes, yes ... Beograd Engineering, Rakovica.... I can cite you a nun- 

ber of other examples of losses to social property and of enrichment without 

work. Public defenders of self-management law have done quite a bit here, they 

have made a name for themselves in specific examples and have resolutely stood 

in the way of abuses. To be sure, we have not always wanted to gct press cov- 

erage, but there are a number of examples when the public defenders of self-man- . 
agement law have been the first to rise up.... That was the case in Vrnjacka 

Banja, Sokobanja, Smederevo, Cukarica, Rakovica, Krusevac and elsewhere. It is 

a question of abuses in the allocation of lots and credits for housing construc- 

tion. 


We advocated, for example, that the lots and credits be allotted in a self-man- 
agement way, through competitions and under equai conditions for everyone. We 
were also resolutely opposed to the expropriation of the property of private 
persons, and then allocating that same land to individuals to build on after 2 
or 3 years. 


How do | explain these cases’ The mechanism which is supposed to protect social 
property is often absent. Second, people have a weakened sense of responsibil- 
ty when there are no penalties. I often wonder at the degree to which some 


people become avaricious and insatiable. What does it mean when someone obtains 
a lot in the center of the city for a song, without a competition, under the 





most favorable conditions? Kragujevac is unfortunately just one example here, 
not the only one. 


Everything Is “According to the Law" 


[Question] Not infrequently the scoundrels you speak about take pains to put 
things in a legal form. 


[Answer] Of course, since no one is any longer so naive as to undertake out- 
right theft. They seek a cover in the decisions of the legal authorities, so 
that at first it seems that everything is “according to the law," but flagrant 
losses are nevertheless inflicted on social property. 


[Question] Some time ago the issue of embezzlement in the former Association of 
Journalists was raised once again, rather timidly to be sure. It seemed as 
though everything would be covered up. 


[Answer] That was a case in which social property was passed out with both 
hands. I have something to say about this in a meeting, but the press did not 
carry it in its entirety, and it dropped.... I do not share the opinion that 
investigatory agencies and the court work slowly, since this is truly an enor- 
mous job. We are dealing with several hundred names and I therefore do not have 
the impression that they are trying to cover anything up. In fact, I did not 
speak about that, but I took the position that these matters must be dealt with 
by administrative agencies responsible for income as well. That is, did he de- 
clare that income or not? If one and the same person turns up as the recipient 
of a high fee of the Association of Journalists, in the Business College, in 
some other college in Rijeka, that is, at several places, then that person must 
pay nearly 70 percent of his earnings in taxes. So, if he has regularly re- 
ported all that and honestly paid his tax.... In fact, I am critical of the 
staff of the administration for income because it only assesses the tax, but it 
does not run a check on how much tax I as an individual have declared. And that 
will be especially important now when we are discontinuing these commissions for 
investigation of the origin of property. 


Self-Managing Bodies Are Violating Self-Management 


[Question] According to certain figures, violations of the self-management 
rights of the workers and social property are committed most frequently by the 
bodies of self-management, i.e., by bodies which the workers have elected them- 
selves. Isn't this absurd? 


[Answer] I will give you precise figures on who is infringing on the self-man- 
agement rights of the workers. We have found that of the total number of viola- 
tions’ of workers’ rights last year about 23 percent were committed by workers’ 
councils. Then about 22 percent by commissions and committees. Nearly 11 per- 
cent of the violations were committed by directors, more than 8 percent were 
made by other supervisory personnel, and violations were committed in 5.7 per- 
cent of the cases by worker caucuses. 








In analyzing this phenomenon we came to the conclusion that the specialized ser- 
vices and key supervisors often offer unlawful arrangements to the bodies of 
self-management, and the latter simply adopt them. In other words, they are be- 
ing deceived in a way. In addition, we have also detected cases of threats, 
pressures and manipulation of the bodies of self-management. That is why de- 
fenders of self-management law insists that these people be called to account. 
And that means all of them--members of the workers’ council and commissions, 
directors and other supervisors. After all, we cannot allow our behavior to be 
governed by the well-known adage: “Tie up the horse where the aga tells you." 
No one is entitled to the excuse that he did not know or anything of that kind. 


[Question] Can you illustrate with specific cases? 


[Answer] Here is a drastic case. It occurred in one OOUR in the cement plant 
in Popovac. Thanks to the good situation on the market that plant today has no 
problems whatsoever in operation of its business. Well, though they do not have 
a regulation on innovations, the workers" council of that OOUR adopted a deci- 
sion to pay the director 108 million old dinars on behalf of innovations. Of 
course, the public defender of self-management law had that decision struck down 
in the court, since it was unlawful. And what happened? The workers’ council 
does not acknowledge its error. It does not agree that such decisions may not 
be adopted without a general self-management act, but again meets and decides. 
This time--50 million! Then the bidding begins.... So, we will again have that 
evaluated. We will call upon the court to evaluate those 50 million as well and 
state whether it is alright or not. 


fhe next example is also drastic. The director of a boarding school in Leskovac 
went off to obtain coal for heating. He rushed off to Bosnia, traveled by taxi, 
looked for it and found it. He justified his action by a decision of the coun- 
cil of the boarding school. What is more, he managed to buy the coal! Every- 
thing is alright, we said, but how about the way in which he did it? Does this 
mean that he might also have gone by airplane?! And now you have a conflict. 

On the one hand is the public defender of self-management law, who feels that 
this is an abuse and squandering of social resources. On the other side is the 
council of the boarding school, and its position is that if the director had not 
gone, they would be left without coal! 


As I say, there are many examples. That is why we are constantly pointing to 
these cases and calling for a more responsible attitude. It is a question of 
responsibility. No one can seek cover behind the decisions of a collective 
body, everyone must bear personal responsibility. But that is what we lack to- 
day. 


An OOUR With Three Workers! 


[Question] Public defenders of self-management law are also pointing to group- 
ownership behavior. 


[Answer] Not only the public defenders of self-management law, but we are all 
speaking about that frequently, we are adopting resolutions and positions, we 
are making evaluations, and so on. However, when it comes down to pointing 





specifically to those who are behaving after the pattern of group ownership, 
here we are slack, here we water things down. 


To be specific, we detect group-ownership behavior in certain scientific insti- 
tutions when it comes to realizing and distributing income. In large institu- 
tions it is not uncommon for scientists not to divide up income at the level of 
the OOUR, but the income goes to certain teams, work units, and so on. So, if a 
certain team has done more work, if it has someone with stronger connections who 
brings it work, he earns more. The money is divided up within the team, within 
the work unit, and not at the level of the OOUR. We managed to put a stop to 
that practice in the Institute for Foreign Trade, but we have not entirely suc- 
ceeded in the Institute for Chemistry and Technology. And in the latter, inci- 
dentally, they had an OOUR with three workers for a time! 


To go on, as we see it, the cement factory in Popovac was an example of group- 
ownership behavior. Everyone is getting along fine, they are earning high per- 
sonal incomes, and it is not unusual for them to reason: “Since we are all get- 
ting along fine, let's give our director 100 million or so for innovations"! 

And who has the right to interfere with their doing so, when that is theirs! Of 
course, when we describe this as group-ownership behavior then problems arise. 


The Unpleasant Side of Self-Management 


[Question] There has been reference to the flood of legal enactments--laws and 
general self-management acts. As if this is justice on paper.... 


[Answer] That problem does exist, and we confront it in a serious way. We have 
a sea of laws and self-management acts, we endeavor to regulate everything, to 
cover every situation in life with some norm. It makes it difficult even for a 
professional attorney to get his bearings, much less an ordinary man. It also 
opens up possibilities for abuse, and, what is important, it increases the size 
of the administration. We have precise figures on this. 


In 1977, for example, in Serbia proper we had 851 work communities in associated 
labor. Two years later the number had increased to 1,164. Since work communi- 
ties consist mainly of office workers, it is clear that we have a large growth 
of administration. In addition, the number of persons employed in these comm- 
nities has been growing very rapidly. Often the work communities are poorly set 
up from the organizational standpoint, and their tasks have not been precisely 
set forth, their responsibility to the OOUR's has not been defined. It is 
therefore no wonder that the OOUR's are setting themselves apart and increasing 
their own administration, since they are dissatisfied with the quality of ser- 
vices from che work communities. 


[Question] Every day you encounter various illegalities, abuses, and arbitrari- 
ness on the part of individuals and groups. Isn't there too much of this? 


[Answer] It is our function to be concerned less with the sanguine side of life 
and more with the otner side. It is true that the number of petitions and ap- 
plications to public defenders of self-management law has been growing year af- 
ter year. However, it would be a mistake--I always give this particular 











emphasis--for us to conclude from this that there is less self-management, that 
everyone is violating the law and self-management acts. It is actually the op- 
posite--this demonstrates that the working people have become far more critical 
toward the acts of individuals and institutions and that they are becoming more 
aware and freer in seeking protection of their rights. This in actuality means 
that the working peopie are increasingly ready to get involved in the struggle 


against those things that are hampering the development of self-management and 
democracy. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


CHARGES AGAINST MARKO VESELICA DISCUSSED 
Zagreb VJESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 12 Sep 81 SEDAM DANA Supplement pp 17-15 
{Article by Djordje Licina: "“Counterarguments Without Evidence” ] 


[Text] “It is not I who is doing you harm, but the material which you gave me 
to carry across the border!" That is what Mila Sram, key witness for the prose- 
cution, very calmly and resolutely said on the fourth day of the trial to 

Dr Marko Veselica, former university docent, thereby for all practical purposes 
completing the exposure of his hostile activity, thus proving what the prosecu- 
tor had long since asserted: that Marko Veselica, one of the principal ideo- 
logues and organizers of what has been referred to as the mass movement in 1971, 
has since his release from prison not only been engaged in hostile propaganda, 
hut has even deliberately entered into relations with Ustasha terrorists abroad, 
givice them and receiving from them guidelines for activity against Yugoslavia. 


The words of the witness--Veselica'’s secret messenger--pronounced during the 
confrontation of witnesses in the trial, that is, in front of a broad and di- 
verse audience, were indisputably the most dramatic moment of the /-day trial. 
They had the effect of a kind of psychological mallet which mercilessly crushed 
Veselica's very last hope that he would manage to prove the opposite. The last 
day of the trial also showed how fateful that woman's testimony was for the de- 
fendant: Veselica's concluding speech lasted more than 4.5 hours; in it he 
talked more about his well-known nationalistic theses, supporting them with 
various quotations, presumably so as to give the idea that there are also others 
who think like he does, and less about the allegations of the indictment, though 
there were reasons in plenty for the latter. He spoke about the witness Mila 
Sram less than 2 minutes. In order to completely discredit her testimony or be- 
cause he simply did not have counterarguments against her assertions? It is ob- 
vious that the latter was involved, since the course of the trial has unambigu- 
ously shown that Veselica suspected that this secret channel of his to the fas- 
cist emigre community abroad might be discovered and cut off, so that at one mo- 
ment--as the witness very convincingly reconstructed--he asked for his report to 
the Ustasha emigres not to be sent from Bratsk but from Berne, where Mila Sram 
had previously spent time on several occasions in performing a similar task. 


Veselica’s ties with the fascist terrorist organizations abroad is an altogether 
new detail (the president of the panel of criminal judges referred to it as a 
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new attribute) in his continuous hostile activity. In its hearing on the ver- 
dict in the first instance in 1972 (when he was sentenced to 7 years in prison) 
the Supreme Court of Croatia said that it had not been proven against Veselica, 
who operated from counterrevolutionary and nationalistic positions within the 
framework of the ideology of what was referred to as the mass movement, that he 
had established links with the fascist emigre community. Now, however, that new 
attribute has come to light, proving the assertion that this most recent case 
did not involve merely indirect contacts having to do with propaganda, but in 
fact a coincidence and identity of views and opinions and ideological ties. 


Emigre Examples 


That is, it is beyond dispute that Veselica had been heeding, following and ana- 
lyzing the actions of the extremist emigre community, just as it is quite cer- 
tain that that political underground had honored the defendant's opinions and 
positions. This incidentally is also indicated by certain reports which trav- 
eled to Veselica from abroad and from Veselica abroad. Via his messenger last 
October Veselica received from the well-known Ustasha emigre Tihomil Radja, who 
lives in Switzerland, the guidelines of a fascist organization under the code 
rame “Jack London,” according to which all documentation on persecution was to 
be delivered abroad, and that documentation was to be used as a provocative act 
in Madrid at the Conference of Security and Cooperation in Europe. According to 
those same guidelines of Radja‘'s, Veselica was to send exhaustive data on the 
economic situation in the SFRY and the impact it was having on the Croatian 
economy. A directive also arrived from Berne in October calling for the accused 
and those holding the same political views to establish links and cooperation 
with the dissidents in Belgrade, with Djilas and others, in order to set in mo- 
tion a campaign for amnesty of political prisoners. 


lor, however, was Veselica only on the receiving end: In a report sent to the 
Ustasha emigres Mirko Vidovic and Tihomil Radja he gives advice on what should 

done and which task is urgent: “Attempt to organize groups of intellectuals 
and public figures of various countries ... to which letters of protest and ap- 
peals addressed to their own and our government for halting the persecution in 
Croatia could be sent for certification. As wa. the case a few days ago of the 
German newsmen and the intellectuals of the journal PRAXIS, who sent an open 
letter to the president of the Serbian Assembly. Unless all this together is 
done and world public opinion set in motion, there could be large-scale persecu- 
tions and consequences for the destiny of Croatia.” 


The conviction has been created in recent years in the hostile political emigre 
community that the “battle for an independent new Croatia” can be won only by 

forces within the country, and that the emigre community can merely offer its 

aid in this. We are well aware which forces those are. That is why it is alto- 
gether impossible to remain in doubt as to why this connection suddenly cropped 
up between Marko Veselica and fascist exponents abroad. In planning and carry- 
ing owt ite hostile activity, especially activity to sow distrust between Croats 
and Serbs, the fascist emigre community has sought and is constantly seeking the 
moit outspoken proponents of this kind of nationalistic platform. In Veselica’s 
interview with the West German newsman Hans Joachim Bornemann they saw an excep- 
tional occasion for warming over their malicious theses and for inciting ethnic 














enmity. Thcagh Veselica tried throughout the trial to convince the court of the 
suppesed harmlessness of the political messages and the tolerance of the views 
expressed in that conversation, the interview is among other things a typical 
example of deliberate dissemination of intolerance and enmity toward other eth- 
nic communities in Yugoslavia. It is indeed full of provocative messages and 
irritating insinuations, theses which are pronouncedly nationalistic, and it ad- 
vocates indivisible national sovereignty, that is, pure ethnic exclusiveness. 

It also attempts to impose the conviction that the Croatian people in Yugoslavia 
is culturally subordinate, neglected and denied, while SR [Socialist Republic] 
Croatia is exposed to systematic and arrogant plundering by the other republics 
and provinces. “If, then, Montenegro is to be able to catch up with SR Croatia 
and the other advanced portions, it must exploit the Croatian economy to a hor- 
rifying extent, while at the same time it bears no sort of moral or economic mo- 
tivation to conduct its economic activity efficiently,” Marko Veselica says in 
one passage. 


“Large-Scale Persecutions” 


In his interview, which the Ustasha emigre community hastened to publish in cer- 
tain of its periodicals (and Hans Peter Rullman, agent of a foreign intelligence 
service who 10 years ago was tried for espionage in Yugoslavia, followed their 
lead), Veselica did not actually say much that was new. He chewed over certain 
of his theses already exploited in the period of the so-called mass movement, 
embellishing them only with certain new “scientific discoveries and new know!l- 
edge.” Including this among others, in which he alludes to the 2lst Meeting of 
the LCY Presidium in Karadjordjevo: “But then the dark fell, the darkness known 
to everyone, out of which has sprung the brutal and large-scale persecution of 
innocent Croatian youth, intellectuals and the people, a persecution that leads 
nowhere.... Thus, though we who were tried in 1972 and 1973 are now out, and we 
were tried as alleged members of the mass novement and the counterrevolution, wv? 
are being followed by new groups of innocent people who have been convicted....” 


What sort of “large-scale persecutions” are actually being referred to’? Vese- 
lica’s “information,” however, is refuted by ordinary statistics: In 1979 117 
persons were charged in SR Croatia (.sough not necessarily tried), all of 98 
percent of them for minor political crimes (curses, insults, etc.). <A year 
later 275 persons were charged and the percentage of those for minor political 
offenses was almost the same. In the first 6 months of this year only 32 per- 
sons have been charged, 11 of them for a serious form of political crime. 


It is obvious, then, that through his thesis of alleged large-scale persecutions 
in Croatia Veselica is actually trying to launch the conviction which he scru- 
pulously advocated in the major portion of his interview: That “the modern 
thing is to constantly maintain criticism of fascism concerning Croatia in order 
to halt the process of its democratic expansion and so as to nurture in a pro- 
grammed way the feeling of its permanent guilt and frustration even when it is 
altogether innocent....” 


It needs to be said, however, that Veselica is not the only nationalist who has 
persistently and systematically revived the imagined guilt complex in the 
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Croatian people. This has been done by others before him and after him. With 
always the same goal, to build upon it their chauvinistic program of revanchisn. 


In his interview with the West German newsmen Veselica gave answers typical of 
him to the difficulties with which our community is burdened, and his already 
well-known constant stood at the heart of all those answers: that the Croatian 
nation has been reduced to an oppressed class within the borders of Yugoslavia 
and that the Serbs are a privileged bureaucratic and ruling class. He therefore 
holds that the Croatian people is thereby menaced, and at one place in the in- 
terview he says: “Never will the beatings and persecutions which some Serbs are 
unjustifiably administering to Croats and other nationalities of Yugoslavia de- 
stroy the Croatian dream of greater freedom and achievement of full sovereignty 
of the Croatian people guaranteed it by the new constitution, but denied it by 
the actual power structure in which the Serbs have in Croatia an absolute domi- 
nation which at present is not jeopardized nor controlled in any way....” 


What is actually the purpose of sowing this kind of systematic suspicion toward 
another nationality in Croatia? Obviously not merely to set the two nationali- 
ties at odds, but also to establish a line of politics that would rehabilitate 
the darkest part of owr recent past and would actually be aimed toward general 
disunification, which certain foreign appetites could hardly wait for. 


It is also in that context that we should examine the motions of the defense in 
the evidenciary proceedings in which it called for an ethnic recount of persons 
employed in federal bodies, agencies and organizations, Yugoslavia's foreign 
diplomatic and consular missions, leadership bodies of opstina committees of the 
League of Communists, and also lav enforcement agencies and the army. The na- 
ture of these demands by the defense does not at all coincide with the well- 
known demands made in the time of the so-called mass movement, which came down 
to “absolute personnel purity,” which really is nothing other than an obvious 
harangue against other nationalities and ethnic minorities. We believe, how- 
ever, that this demand was more a deliberate provocation than a sober move moti- 
vated by justice. 


A Memory Block 


What elee did the trial just ended prove? Many objective observers were left 
entirely of two minds when they listened to the testimony of the witness Zora 
lleger, who had known Marko Veselica and Mila Sram and later had established a 
permanent link between them. They remained of two minds simply because this 
witness declared that she was not acquainted with Dr Marko Veselica at all. 
However, this testimony sounded absolutely unconvincing when certain documents 
proving the contrary were shown to Zora Heger: to the effect that she not only 
knew Marko Veselica, but was in fact his devoted collaborator. This emerges 
from the following material facts: When Zora Heger’s apartment was searched, a 
photocopy of Veselica’s interview with the newsman of the West German magazine 
DER SPIPGCEL was found in it. The witness testified at the trial that she had 
found the interview in her mailbox rolled up together with some other material. 
Zora Heger then began to copy the interview she had “found” on her typewriter. 
Why’? She gave a rather laconic anewer in the trial: for practice. The inter- 
view ultimately ended up in NWeger’s stove, which she did not use. It was found 





hidden there together with a pile of other hostile propaganda material. She was 
unable to give a reasonable explanation as to what she used this material for. 
However, Mila Sram provided an altogether logical answer: “I received that ma- 
terial from Tihomil Radja and I was to deliver it to Veselica.” 


The trial showed that Zora Heger’s apartment was the “misrion headquarters” and 
the point of origin and destination of the illegal channel whereby Veselica 
maintained relations with the Ustasha extremists. This is also confirmed by the 
report entitled “Political Processes in Croatia” which Veselica sent by his mes- 
senger to the ‘Spmigre Mirko Vidovic in Lyon. This report was written on an Erica 
typewriter owned by Zora Heger. In the trial, however, the witness declared 
that it was not clear to her how that was possible, since she, she said, did not 
type that report. Zora Heger was also unable to give a logical answer to the 
question of how a letter came to be found in her apartment which had been sent 
to “arko Veselica by the so-called Furopean Helsinki group, a nongovernmental 
institution abroad which has been infiltrated by foreign intelligence services 
and of which Mirko Vidovic the Ustasha emigre is also a member. Nor could she 
remember what her motive was when she gave Mila Sram, on the eve of her last 
trip abroad, 4 message written in her own hand containing certain details about 
the criminal proceedings against Marko Veselica. 


How is it that Zora Heger suddenly suffered this total memory block? The yrose- 
cutor explained this phenomenon in his conclusion in approximately these words: 
We know who Zora Heger is. She was tried immediately after the war for collabo- 
ration with bands of Crusaders [members of a Catholic clerical organi zation-- 
translator's note] and served sentence in the Criminal House of Correction in 
Slavonska Pozega, where she also came to know Mila Sram (sentenced to 4 years 
for illegal trade). This past of hers and her political conviction are the an- 
sewer to the question of why she was protecting Dr Marko Veselica. 


What did the trial also show? Anong other things ... the untenability of Vese- 
lica’s main line of defense that he is being tried because of his beliefs. In 
presenting the information contained in the interview, he said, he was exercis- 
ing his legitimate right to free expression of thought and conviction. In so 
reasoning Veselica has obviously forgotten the nature of our legal statutes: No 
one can exercise that freedom and those rights to conduct hostile activity 
against the SFPY. And what Marko Veselica has said and done cannot be described 
otherwise than as a deliberate hostile act. Which is why the sentence of 11 
vears in prison (8 of them for establishing relations with the fascist emigre 
community) should be viewed as a logical answer to these “beliefs” of Vese- 
lica’s, and especially to the supposed nonexistent tie between him and the 
Ustasha emigres abroad. 


7065 


CSO: 2800/ 366 END 





END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 
6 Ocroler 


198 









